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EXPAT AND THE EARTH

The Philippines has overtaken India as 
the top BPO destination in the world, 
raking in USD 5.5 billion in revenues 

compared to India’s USD 5.3 billion in 2009.
    This was according to Ivan Uy, head of the 
government’s information technology com-
mission.
    He cited Filipinos’ ability to mimic the ac-
cents and relate to the culture of the Western-
ers, especially Americans, as factors crucial to 
the meteoric rise of the country in the indus-
try.  
    Uy also pointed out that Indian companies 
are even setting up call centers in the Philip-
pines so as not to lose their business with US 
companies.
    Cebu, the top emerging business process out-
sourcing (BPO) destination in 2008 and 2009, 
has also graduated from the up-and-coming 
list and now ranks ninth among the top 10 
BPO destinations worldwide, according to 
the Global Services Destinations Compen-

dium 2010 which lists the top 100 outsourc-
ing cities.
    Manila (National Capital Region) ranked 
4th as home to over 70 percent of all call cent-
ers in the country, along with a daytime popu-
lation of 10 million.
    India easily garnered the most number of 
cities in the top 10 with six, including the top 
three: Bangalore, Mumbai and Delhi. Chen-
nai (5th), Hyderabad (6th) and Pune (8th) also 
made the cut.
    Others in the top 10 were Dublin, Ireland 
(7th) and Shanghai, China (10th).
    Philippine cities that ranked among the top 
100 were Davao (69th), Santa Rosa, Laguna 
(88th), Iloilo (98th) and Bacolod (100th).
 
Investment Czar Speaks
    Joel Mari Yu, managing director of the Cebu 
Investment Promotion Center, said Cebu 
needs only one element to stay on the list and 
climb up the ladder.

    “We need more quality training for our stu-
dents. Right now, the hiring rate is only five 
percent due to the strict requirements of the 
voice-related BPOs. We lack manpower and 
even need to double the number of gradu-
ates to cope with the demand,” Yu told Expat 
Newspaper.
    He cited that Cebu now hosts over 35,000 
employees in over 40 non-voice BPOs, and 
30,000 employees in 28 to 30 voice BPOs.      
    He singled out the need for more computer 
software specialists and programmers who are 
familiar with C++ and CAD programs as these 
come in high demand by many BPOs.
    Voice-centered BPO agents who mimic the 
American accent are now outnumbered by the 
non-voice BPOs who specialize in backroom 
operations in such fields as accounting, HRD, 
medical transcription, finance and software.
    Yu even declared that there is no more need 
to promote Cebu as a BPO destination since 
supply lags far behind demand 

PH Tops India in Outsourcing
Cebu Now Among Top 10 Cities          By RICHARD A. RAMOS

“…You have to understand, dolphins 
and other whales are not automatic 
air breathers, like we are. Every breath 
they take is a conscious effort. And so they 
can end their life whenever life becomes too 
unbearable by not taking the next breath.”
     These are the words of Richard O’Barry, 
trainer to Flipper, played by five dolphins in 

that world-famous eponymous television 
show back in the sixties. In the 1970s, one 
of these dolphins arrived in Manila to 
perform its amazing feats. And one of these 
dolphins committed suicide according to 
O’Barry, changing him completely. Since 
then he has become the prime mover against 
dolphin cruelty and captivity, as seen in the 
Oscar-winning documentary, The Cove. This 
Christmas holiday season, dolphins will be put 
on show once more.
     Headlined as “Angels of the Sea,” the event 
was originally advertised as “Grand Dolphin 
and Sea Lion Show” under the collective 
yuletide promotions of Araneta. As of press 
time, construction is still ongoing for the 
temporary arena located at the outdoor open 
parking. Starting on December 25 until 
January 2 of next year, this event categorized as 
“entertainment” is set to run five times daily.  
     But environmental organizations and 

conservationists beg to differ. To them, this is 
tantamount to torture. As soon as word got 
out, Earth Island Institute (EEI), Marine 
Wildlife Watch of the Philippines (MWWP), 
Dolphins Love Freedom Network, Philippine 
Animal Welfare Society (PAWS) and Bangon 
Kalikasan Movement quickly decried the 
spectacle through an online campaign. A call 
to action was gathered through a Facebook 
event called, “Stop cruel traveling 

Dolphin Show Coming to Town, Not Nice
Environmental groups protest cruelty and wrongful conservation
By ELGA D. REYES      Photo by JEAN UTZURRUM
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AN AMAN
of Many Talents

With new siblings springing 
up in increasingly varied but 
equally scenic locations – the 

sleek Aman New Delhi in the middle of 
India’s colorful capital wowed in 2009, 
while this year’s Amanfayun in China ex-
udes Oriental countryside comfort – what 
is its exclusive island getaway predecessor 
Amanpulo to do? With its time-tested 
combo of spotless shores, a most relax-
ing lap of luxury, and resort staff whose 
reputation for hospitality precedes them, 
not much, actually. But here it is again, 
the stunning island charmer off Pala-
wan aiming to win over guests with its 
usual top-notch offerings, and then some.

“Best Tennis in Amans”
    On a hectic day, “You can’t even drop your 
racket,” shares Filipino tennis trainer Dan-
dy, because when clients book the carpet 
courts one after the other, there’s no time 
for breaks. And with the likes of Hollywood 

A-listers and local celebrities in its roster of return guests, 
Amanpulo tennis reportedly holds the trophy of best tennis 
among all Aman Resorts.
    There are four courts in all, manned by a trainer each (a 
fourth one was recently added). We catch up with Dandy 
and Melvin, who grew up together in Saudi Arabia before 
finding their way to the island separately. Under the tutelage 
of their racket-wielding dads, both went on to become var-
sity players in the Philippines before being plucked for the 
job on the island.
    The instructors teach the usual ground strokes and serves 
to newbies, and also serve as hitting partners for the more 
experienced. Courts are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. – with 
floodlights for night play – and on the busy day alluded to, 
that’s a lot of balls whacked. The courts are an Amanpulo 
original, present since the resort’s inception in 1993, but the 
fitness gym beside it is a 2006 addition. 
    Dandy might have missed Jude Law and Sienna Miller 
when they took to the courts there recently – he was on leave 
– but he says high-powered guests are Amanpulo’s norm 
anyway. He’ll just wait for the next one to pick up a racket.

“Island Treatments”
Melanie the spa manager oozes energy. She gamely jokes 
that she might have too much, having spilled mango juice 
during our first encounter and been around when a fountain 
pen erupted at our second. To learn of her Latin background 
– she’s Costa Rican – comes therefore as less of a shock. She’s 
also the island’s resident yoga instructor, and it’s maybe this 
side of her that best represents the laid-back luxury to be had 
at the Spa Casita and outdoor Garden Sala.
    There are many “island treatments” here, she says, and most 
are best shared with another. This is not surprising, as Aman-
pulo is overtly romantic in its seclusion. Indeed, romance is 
one of the moods you can tailor your treatment scents and 
oils to – there’s geranium and ilang-ilang flowers for that. 
Invigoration is another, for which citrus scents are recom-
mended. Couples’ treatments typically last an indulgent two 
and a half hours!
    Those with wellness more in mind can catch Melanie’s 
yoga sessions at 7:30 a.m., six times a week. She practices the 
Iyengar style, which requires one to hold poses longer than 
usual, a stark contrast to more vigorous styles like Power 

Yoga. A Pilates in-
structor is set to arrive 
to bolster fitness and 
R&R at Amanpulo, 
so expect to let your 
inner peace reign.

Eat, Pray, Love
    If money is no ob-
ject, food on this pri-
vate island may well 
be worth the buck, 
especially now that 
a cozy pizza place 
with a beach view 
has opened up. The 
Windsurf Hut on the 
sunrise side of the is-
land features low-set 
cushions and tables 
for a laid-back, mar-
garita-sipping feel as 
you wait for your own 

The Garden Sala
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mini-pizza to arrive fresh out the oven. My 
truffle-sauced tartufata pizza was one of the 
tastiest incarnations of mushrooms I’ve had 
in a while, but was quickly challenged by 
the superb chocolate-strawberry pizza des-
sert. There’s even a local limoncello to cap off 
lunch on a truly tropical note.
    Nearby at the Lagoon Club, Chef Tham is 
busy preparing a flavorful Vietnamese din-
ner. We’re days too early to sample any of 
his creations, as he’s literally just stepped off 
the plane and is only four days into his gig, 
but he obliges anyway with an impromptu 
serving of nem tuoi vegetable wrap.
    Through the language barrier, we glean 
that Chef Tham hails from the Halong Bay 
area in Vietnam, was most recently work-
ing in Bahrain before coming to Amanpulo, 
and finds Filipinos “very nice” having pre-

viously worked with some. I must say, af-
ter trying out his pho soup and ga kho gung 
ginger chicken, among others, I believe the 
Vietnamese here is in excellent hands.

Secret Gardens and More
    The secret to both the restaurants’ greens 
and the spa’s scents lies partly in a relatively 
new innovation on the island: organic gar-
dening.
    If there’s one downside to an island of white 
sand and gleaming blue sea, it’s that soil isn’t 
as friendly to farming. Flying in the fruits 
and vegetables or sailing them in by barge, 
as is done with most non-perishables, isn’t 
the best way to get them fresh, either. With 
the combined forces of vermiculture expert 
Paul and gardening guru Molly – and the 
help of some extraordinary worms – bio-

Boracay’s Tirta Spa was named Day 
Spa of the Year 2010 at the recent 
AsiaSpa Baccarat Crystal Awards 

in Hong Kong.
    Winning the award is a result not only 
of using the highest quality products and 
offering innovative treatments with thera-
peutic benefits for body, mind and soul, in 
a setting of unique architectural design, but 
is also about the impeccable service that 
comes from the heart of each and every 

Tirta Spa therapist.
    Spa director En Calvert says, “I worked 
24/7, almost singlehandedly, to create Tirta 
Spa on Boracay and, having won our first 
award just one year after opening, a second 
award less than a year later and now this 
third award after only three years in busi-
ness, am finding it nigh on impossible to 
express the emotions that I feel!”
    The crystal awards were provided by Bac-
carat jewelry.

Tirta Spa Wins at AsiaSpa Awards

degradable waste is transformed into soil. 
Aside from experimenting at the resort’s 
nursery and greenhouse, the pair also helps 
out owners and tenants of Amanpulo’s pri-
vate villas with their own gardens.
    GMs Nick and Chris are always the first 
to be excited about ventures like the garden, 
and the future of Amanpulo in general, so 
much so that having almost no days off is 
the last thing that seems to bother them. 

“We’re our own worst enemies, because we 
love what we do!” they exclaim. If only for 
the fact that the island is still pristine para-
dise as advertised more than a decade ago, 
don’t count out this Aman veteran just yet. 
In fact, don’t count it out ever.
    Grab the holiday issue of Expat Travel & 
Lifestyle magazine for more on Amanpulo, 
out now!

View atop Gary’s Point

Newly-arrived: Chef Tham Growing their own greens

Fresh oven-based pizza at the 
Winds of Hut
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There was no need for speeches, just 
celebration – and a grand one to 
boot, as the Embassy of Saudi Ara-

bia warmly greeted its diplomatic friends 
at the Sofitel Philippine Plaza on the occa-
sion of its 80th National Day with an abun-
dance of food and wine. And why not, when 
the Kingdom continues to ride high on 
economic progress decades in the making?
    In symbolic expression of both countries’ 
common interests, Saudi Ambassador Ab-
dullah Bin Ibrahim Al Hassan and Foreign 
Affairs Undersecretary Esteban Conejos Jr. 
joined in the cutting of the cake wielding 
an impressive sword. The Philippines and 
Saudi Arabia share common goals, notably 
in interfaith dialogue – the former with a 
Muslim minority population and the lat-
ter predominantly Muslim – the latest 
manifestation of which being last March’s 
special ministerial meeting in Manila par-
ticipated in by a high-level delegation from 
the Kingdom.

    In his message, Amb. Al Hassan recog-
nized another pillar of bilateral relations 
between both countries: the flourishing 
overseas Filipino worker population in 
Saudi Arabia, which now numbers more 
than a million. Additionally, both nations 
have inked agreements in the fields of in-
vestment, academic cooperation and nu-
clear non-proliferation.
    “The exchange of diplomatic recognition 
between the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 
the Republic of the Philippines took place 
in 1946, and the two friendly countries 
agreed to establish their diplomatic rela-
tions in 1969,” recounted the Ambassador. 
It goes without saying that both look for-
ward to adding similar landmark dates to 
their rich joint histories.

The Kingdom’s Enduring Reign       Text and photos by JAHZEEL ABIHAIL G. CRUZ

Dean of the Diplomatic Corps Edward Joseph Adams, Foreign Affairs 
Usec. Esteban Conejos Jr. and  Saudi Amb. Abdullah Bin Ibrahim Al 
Hassan lead the cutting of the cake

Iraqi Amb. Wadee Batti Hanna Al-
Batti and Mme. Al-Batti

Consul General of Estonia Juan Peña, Dean of the 
Diplomatic Corps Edward Joseph Adams and Ven-
ezuelan Chargé d’Affaires Manuel Perez Iturbe

Embassy of Kuwait’s Abdulwahab Alsane, Bader Al-
mutairi and Mohammed Al-Hamed

Suna and Silvia Perez with Mme. Zahra Rouzbehani
Vicky Asag, Turkish Amb. Hatice Pinar Isik and Turk-
ish DCM Berki AtalaAbdulrhman Al-Asmari and Mansour Alasmari

Saudi Amb. Abdullah Bin Ibrahim Al Hassan (right-
most) with Embassy staff
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There is the curious fact of economic 
progress bringing woe to large groups of 
people, such as indigenous tribes. This is a 
phenomenon all over the world. Consider 
many Latin American native inhabitants 
who were practically displaced by Iberian 
inroads five centuries ago. The North 
American Indian tribes suffered the same 
fate at the hands of the English.

To the present – that means 500 
years later – indigenous tribes that 
have survived the “slings and arrows 
of outrageous fortune” have not been 
ushered into the mainstream society. 
They remain outside of it, spectators 
from afar watching economic progress 
being gradually unveiled in their own 
terrain but denied a fair share of the 
action. In other words they have become 
strangers in their own ancestral lands. 
And worse, industrialization has even 
wreaked violence to their once pristine 
environment.

 This fact dawned on me when I 
attended an event showcasing Philippine 
Mangyan culture of Mindoro. File 
these bits of history: Mindoro is the 
seventh largest island of the Philippine 
archipelago. The Mangyans began to 
build their houses along its shores some 
600 years back and were agriculturists, 
clearing areas of land for cultivation 
by slashing and burning vegetation. 
Fishermen and hunters abounded 
among them, as were active barter traders 
with the Chinese. They exchanged their 
root crops, cotton and medicinal plants 

for plates and jars, as well as beads and 
musical gongs. At present the Mangyan 
population is reckoned at some 100,000.

Resorts, hotels, restaurants, spas, 
sports centers, commercial beaches and 
other apple-of-the-eye attractions have 
been mushrooming at rapid pace in such 
spots as Puerto Galera that the more vocal 
Mangyans feel their land heritage being 
transferred to the rich and powerful, 
the foreign and the influential. But the 
majority of the Mangyans seems passive 
and would rather lose their domains rather 
than give a fight. Their attitude has vastly 
encouraged government neglect through 
the years. Mindoro is their ancestral land, 
but government since way back then 
has been issuing land titles to foragers. 
Several Mangyans have expressed hope 
for a better life under the new Aquino 
administration.

Get a load of this bit of culture: a group 
of Mangyans are all set early next year 
to present a music and culture festival to 
attract more tourists to the Puerto Galera 
strip, which has one of the best beaches 
in the world.

The venue of the Music and Arts 
Festival of the Mangyans is Villa 
Malasimbo in Puerto Galera. Show dates 
are Februaruy 18 and 19. The funds raised 
are earmarked to finance reforestation 
along the Baclayan hiking trail, thus 
providing a sustainable project as a means 
of livelihood to the Mangyan community. 
Hats off to Hubert d’Aboville who is in 
charge of the event.

When Economic Progress Brings Woe

Mandarin Hotel Manila is holding invita-
tional concert  “Glorious Sound of Christ-
mas” to raise funds for the Child Protection 
Network Foundation.
    Pan Pacific Manila is helping Haribon 
Foundation. Until the end of this year, the 
public is given the opportunity to facilitate 
the planting of tree seedlings. By donating 
PHP 100 for one seedling, PHP 300 for 
three, or PHP 500 for five, Christmas ball 
decorations with the donor’s name will be 
hung at a separate tree  found in the lobby. 
The trees that will grow in the chosen rural 
areas will be named respectively after the 
donors.
    Marriott Hotel Manila is into Christmas 
ball decorations also. During its Christmas 
tree lighting ceremony, the hotel announced 
that the aforesaid decorations represented 
PHP 200 each and that the accumulated 
donations would be turned over to Habitat 
for Humanity for houses forbthe poor. 
    Dusit Thani Manila holds a decorative 
Christmas tree contest. The  winner gets 
PHP 100,000. Contest rules oblige him to 
turn over the entire amount to a charitable 
agency of his own choice.
    Traders Hotel Manila gives prizes in cash 
and kind to winners of its Christmas Talent 
Show for children of a nearby barangay. The 
rest of the young ones will likewise receive 
holiday goodies. 
    The Peninsula Manila, through its Con-
cert at the Pen raises funds for the Make-
A-Wish Foundation that   serves terminally 
sick children.

Hotel Holiday Treats
    Hyatt Hotel and Casino Manila has 
Christmas cookies, cakes, Stollen and 

pudding, as well as luscious chocolate Santas 
on offer. Featured is pastry chef Johann 
Dreisger’s truffle selections featuring 
popular flavours of Bailey’s, mint and Kirsch 
Grand Marnier, champagne, earl grey and 
Cognac XO. Offered until January 1, 2011 
at the Pastry Boutique.
    Hotel Céleste invites patrons to bring 
CiÇou home with Roasted Pamora Farm 
Capon and other specialties, and enjoy 
dessert treats such as Galette de Rois and 
Kouling-Aman. Allow two week days lead 
time for all items.
    InterContinental Manila’s Café Jeepney 
has a new selection of take-out cakes. 
Choices include Apple Walnut Caramel 
Crumble, Black Forest, Champagne 
White Chocolate Croustillant, Flourless 
Chocolate, Tiramisu, Pistachio Opera and 
other cakes.

Hotels with a Heart for the Poor

and that many existing BPOs are expand-
ing their businesses next year to over double 
the current number.
    “JP Morgan Chase already has a workforce 
of 700 which they want raised to 2,000 by 
2011. Accenture will open another build-
ing for finance-related services. More are 
also seriously considering expansion,” he 
added.

    However, he deplored the substandard 
education system of majority of the learn-
ing institutions in Cebu which result in very 
low hiring rates among non-voice BPOs.
    Yu singled out the University of the Phil-
ippines College of Cebu, which boasts of 
a hiring rate of 100 percent in the field of 
computer software according to heads of 
ICT firms, as an exception.

PH Tops India in Outsourcing… from page 1

Pan Pacific’s Christmas tree

Lounging, 
Redefined

Lounges are usually in-
between places in hotels for 
people to spend some idle 
time while waiting to check 
in to their rooms. But in The 
Peninsula Manila’s Salon de 
Ning, named after the 1930s 

socialite and hostess Madame Ning, the lounge passes as the destination instead of just the 
waiting area. At the ribbon cutting with The Peninsula board of director were: (left to right) 
Andres Soriano III, Fernando Zobel, The Peninsula Manila GM Jonathan Crook, Peter 
Go-Pailian, Hong Kong Shanghai Hotels Ltd. CEO Clement Kwok, Imelda Romualdez-
Marcos, Teresa Chan-Sola, Felipe Yap, David Lim, and Hong Kong Shanghai Hotels 
COO Peter Borer.
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Language and value for money con-
tinue to be top draws for students 
from other countries currently 

pursuing tertiary education in the Phil-
ippines, as colleges and universities gear 
more of their programs towards them.
    Dr. Aurora Atanque, who handles the 
international studies program at the Far 
Eastern University (FEU) Makati, says 
around half of their 82 Masters in Business 
Administration (MBA) students are inter-
national students; 34 of these are Chinese.
    “We are very aggressive in our market-
ing strategies,” she says, adding that current 
students have drummed up interest among 
their friends. “We are sure that our inter-
national students are happy with what we 
are able to provide them – quality education 
and service – which keeps them telling oth-
ers about us.”
    FEU Makati also offers classes that help 
prepare students for their various English 
requirements. Atanque says the school ex-
tending its marketing campaign to embas-
sies and international organizations.
    Chinese national Li Yan Jie, one of FEU 
Makati’s MBA students, said language was 

key in his decision to study in the Philip-
pines. “Most people here, if not everybody, 
can speak English.”
    He adds, “In China, we spend too much 
time on grammar and reading but we sel-
dom focus ourselves in the application of 
English language.” Li also says the cheaper 
cost of education here contributed to his 
decision.
    At the Adventist University of the Philip-
pines (AUP) in Cavite, which has a sizeable 
foreign student population of its own, AB 
Theology student Henry Tembo of Malawi 
agrees. “First of all, it’s affordable. It’s good 
education for the cheapest price.”
    Fellow Theology student Roger Albert 
Mathias, a Frenchman, had already been in 
the Philippines for seven years before de-
ciding to take up missionary work, and an 
undergraduate course. “It was convenient 
for me to do it here since I was already here 
and my wife is from [the Philippines]. The 
climate is comfortable and the cost of study 
is somehow lower than back home.”
    And while here, they say they’re being ed-
ucated outside the classroom as well. “My 
Filipino classmates] seem to be very happy 

people as if they have never gone to shed 
some tears when they experience life's dif-
ficulties. The optimism from them inspires 
me,” says Li.
    Adds Mathias, “Sometimes I feel like go-
ing home, but if the Lord blesses me here, 
it is the best place for me.”
 
Enrolment Figures Erratic
    Data from the Commission on Higher 
Education, the body overseeing higher 
education institutions in the country, show 
foreign student enrolment to be erratic in 
the last five years.
    A total of 3,717 foreign students enrolled 
in Philippine colleges and universities for 
the 2009-2010 academic year. It peaked in 
2008-2009, when the Commission count-
ed 6,051 students, while a low of 2,304 was 
registered in 2006-2007.
    As with previous years, Koreans num-
bered the most, followed by Chinese and 
Iranian students. In addition, Bachelor of 
Arts degrees were by and large the most 
popular among foreign students. Degrees 
in dentistry, nursing and medicine were also 
in demand during the five-year period.

PH Education Still Draws International Students      
By JAHZEEL ABIHAIL G. CRUZ

dolphin show,” which has 1,399 ‘attendees’ 
or supporters, before print. 
     The quasi petition detailed that two 
dolphins will be imported from Indonesia 
by Indofil Sea Wonders Co. Ltd. , revealing 
how “these animals have to be immobilized 
for the entire duration of the travel.” And 
once in the show facility, dolphins are placed 
in “shallow pools…treated heavily with 
chlorine as the animals urinate and defecate 
in the same pools where they perform.” The 
United States, United Kingdom and other 
countries in Europe and elsewhere have 
banned such traveling shows.
     Here however, the Bureau of Animal 
Industry (BAI) under the Department 
of Agriculture (DA) proceeded to give a 
permit to organizers last December 2. This 
is despite overwhelming support from both 
Filipinos and foreigners calling on Araneta 
and the DA to put an end to this since it first 
caught attention mid-November. 
     As a retort, a position paper addressed to 
DA Sec. Proceso Alcala was immediately 
given the day after by like-minded animal 
rights groups, The document stated, “We 
believe that the BAI erred in the issuance 
of this permit as this violates the following 
laws…Animal Welfare Act or RA 8485, DA 
Administrative Order 8, and Basic Freedom 
of Animals [as espoused by BAI].”  

     Expat, since the ordeal began, tried 
getting a response from DA, BAI and down 
to its Animal Welfare Division (AWD), to 
no avail. One AWD personnel unofficially 
reacted in Filipino, “Why are they against 
having dolphin shows? Why, even dogs 
have shows!”    

     Llast December 7, welfare advocates 
protested outside the BAI gates. PAWS 
program director Anna Cabrera also called 
for the resignation of BAI’s Animal Welfare 
Division head Dr. Angel Mateo. 
    For the complete version of this article, check 
expatphilippines.wordpress.com.

Dolphin Show Coming Into Town, Not Nice… from page 1
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The Asian Eye Institute offers help 
to parents through the expansion 
of its pediatric services. Intro-

duced last September, the Pediatric Op-
tometry, Vision Training and Orthoptics 
Service can help screen children for vi-
sion disability problems, correct these 
problems through therapy and train-
ing, or prescribe aids or skills training.
   The new service complements Asian 
Eye’s Pediatric Ophthalmology Service, 
which addresses children’s eye health and 
diseases.
    Screening methods are customized ac-

cording to the child’s stage of development, 
and include measurement of the child’s 
depth of perception and visual acuity.
    Management of these conditions includes 
vision therapy and binocular vision training 
that aim to improve coordinated movement 
and focusing ability of both eyes. These 
are performed by Harvard-trained senior 
optometrist Dr. Gualberto E. Dato, who 
works closely with pediatric ophthalmolo-
gists Dr. Pik Sha Chan-Uy and Dr. Norman 
Fajardo to determine the most appropriate 
intervention for every child.

Asian Eye Supports Child Development

Education Kindling, 
a non-profit, non-
stock organization, 

recently distributed 100 XO 
laptops in Lubang, Occi-
dental Mindoro for the One 
Laptop Per Child (OLPC) 
project. This monumental 
occasion makes Lubang 
the first formal classroom 
deployment of the devic-
es in Southeast Asia and 
the seventh in the world 
with government sup-
port, in this case, through 
the local government.
    A total of 95 Grade 
4 students of Lubang 
Integrated School and 
Maligaya Elementary 
School received laptops. 
One laptop each was also 
given to four teachers and 
technical support.
    The project is spearheaded 
by Lubang mayor Juan 
Sanchez, founder of the 
National Computer Center 
(NCC), and supported by 
past and current NCC employees.
    The XO laptop is durable, consumes little 
power and can be easily fixed if it breaks 
down. It also comes built in with lots of 
activities. Both hardware and software 
support are easily available. The laptop also 
uses free and open source software.
    During the formal launch of the project, 
Education Kindling executive director 
Ryan Letada called on several parents to 
share their dreams for their children. His 
said his dream is for the parents to dream 
big, for them to believe their children are 
champions.
    Guest of honor Education Secretary 
Armin A. Luistro said he has been going 
around the country challenging governors 
to build classrooms, committing to match 
any five built with an equivalent five. “So 
we can do a partnership and build more,” 
he shares, “but today I came to Lubang 
not to ask. I came to Lubang not to solve a 

problem. I came to Lubang because I need 
some inspiration. I need to see that despite 
100,000 problems in the Department of 
Education and the Philippine government, 
we have a few places where we can find 
solutions, not problems.”
    A simulation activity was performed 
during the launch to show how the laptops 
are used in a normal classroom setting. 
The teacher would give instructions to the 
students, after which the latter would break 
into groups and search for the assignment 
given by the teacher with their laptops.
    HEKASI (social studies) teacher Mark 
Aldaba said the laptops really helped a lot. 
He especially liked the EToys program 
which is a “multimedia authoring system 
especially aimed at helping children learn 
powerful ideas by constructing them”. 
He makes e-books with his students’ 
assignments, in doing so preserving the 
local history for the next generations.

Lubang’s Laptops a First in SEA
By ASTRA C. ALEGRE

The Union Church of Manila (UCM), 
a non-denominational evangelistic 
church that has been the worship 

house of many foreign expatriates of vari-
ous religious persuasions in Metro Ma-
nila for almost a century now, is present-
ing two colorful Christmas Eve services.
    The first is the Family Service on Decem-
ber 24 starting at 5 p.m. with the children’s 
choir staging a dramatic musicale entitled “ 
Glory to God in the Highest!” This will be 
followed by a late night service starting at 
9 p.m. featuring a candlelight communion 
service whose theme is “Jesus Christ, the 

Light of the World”. The UCM choir sings 
time-honored Nativity songs and towards 
the end of the service the congregation 
stands up as strains of the electrifying Hal-
lelujah chorus from George Frederic Han-
del’s “The Messiah Oratorio” fill the air.
    All services are open to the general public. 
Pastors Charlie Pridmore and Scott Loo are 
on hand to greet everyone. The regular Sun-
day services on December 26 continue at 
8:30 a.m, 10:30 a,m. and 12:30 p.m. UCM 
is located on Legaspi St. corner Rada St., 
Legaspi Village, Makati.

Union Church Christmas Eve Services 
By CARMENCITA H. ACOSTA

Students in Lubang using the XO laptop
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With more than 150 players under 
its belt, the country’s premier 
multi-restaurant delivery service 

is now bigger and better, as City Delivery 
brings impressive food choices like no other.
    City Delivery is also the first in the world 
to offer delivery services for home-based 
food merchants. The company has part-
nered with Our Awesome Planet for its 
new Foodie Delivery service, set to pioneer 
delivery of unique foodie finds from suppli-
ers’ doors to yours.
    City Delivery is also the first in the local 
small-scale delivery service to carry gelato 

and frozen yogurt. The company’s patented 
insulated bags shelter the food items from 
outer conditions that may affect its texture, 
consistency, odor, and most importantly, 
taste. These high-tech food carriers are 
plugged directly to the motorcycles, ensur-
ing temperature consistency all throughout 
the delivery process.
    With some of its restaurant partners the 
first in their respective international fleets 
to offer delivery to their valued customers, 
City Delivery is always on its toes, making 
sure that its line-up of partners is composed 
of only the best choices.

City Delivery Introduces Firsts

Hong Kong-based Shangri-La 
Hotels and Resorts has opened 
Traders Hotel, Malé, Mal-

dives. The 117-key property was previ-
ously owned by Male Hotel Associates 
Pvt Ltd. and opened in September 2009.
     The 14-storey hotel is the tallest hotel 
structure in downtown Malé and takes ad-
vantage of the views of the Indian Ocean 
from its rooftop restaurant and lounge. 
Sixteen of the guestrooms, including the 
Deluxe Suite, feature balconies to enjoy the 
sunset breeze.
     “I am very excited to lead the conver-
sion of Traders Hotel, Malé, Maldives,” 

said hotel manager Ester Marcaida. “Since 
the opening the hotel has already become 
a landmark on the island and provides the 
perfect start or finale to a relaxing beach 
holiday.”
    To celebrate the opening, Traders Ho-
tel, Malé, Maldives is offering introductory 
rates of 20 percent off the best available rate 
when staying for a minimum of two consec-
utive nights.  The offer is available until the 
end of the year and reservations are subject 
to availability. For more information or to 
make a booking, please contact the hotel at 
reservation.thmd@shangri-la.com.

Traders Hotel Opens in Maldives

Just like Filipino food, Mexican dishes 
are meant to be shared. Perhaps that 
is why Agave Mexican Cantina has 

been doing so well since its first branch 
opened in 2007. After all, Filipinos appre-
ciate the experience of eating communally.
    True enough, when I first glanced at the 
Appetizer Sampler at Agave’s branch in 
Bonifacio High Street, the first image that 
came to my mind was sharing it with a cou-
ple of friends while enjoying a weekend af-
ternoon chat. An assortment of finger foods 
such as chips and dips, chicken skewers, 
mushroom empanaditas, beef taquitos and 
shrimp chile rellenos lingered on the tray 
– no different from the Filipino concept of 
pika-pika. Of course, no tray of Mexican 
food would ever be complete without the 
spices and the salsa. Their versions of Ha-
cienda Ranch Dip and tomato-based sauce 
were the culinary glue that joined every-
thing together.
    I instantly loved the crab and shrimp 
relleno with red bell pepper, but I noticed 
that it wasn’t as spicy as I had expected. 
Although it was tasty, it lacked the inten-

sity that would make a 
slapstick cartoon charac-
ter blow flames from his 
mouth (like what Daffy 
Duck or Yogi Bear would 
do in the same scenario). 
Apple Rodriguez, Agave’s 
marketing consultant, ex-
plains that they actually 
toned down the spice fac-
tor for their dishes to cater 
more to the Filipino palate. 
“Three years ago, Mexican 
restaurants weren’t popu-
lar yet,” she says, adding, 
“All the chefs that we 

hired [as food consultants] 
were Filipino because they’re the ones who 
knew what style would appeal to Filipinos.” 
But for those who can handle something 
hotter, Agave does offer a choice of spici-
ness with salsas available in mild, medium 
or extra spicy.
    Moreover, adjusting their dishes goes be-
yond just altering the spiciness levels. Agave 
has also adapted some Filipino classics and 
added a Mexican twist to each dish. Take 
their Crispy Pata de Olla. Aside from the 
usual seasoning made with garlic, vinegar 
and onions, this new addition to their menu 
is also served with jalapeño chili sauce usu-
ally found in nachos, tacos and enchiladas. 
Another example of this fusion of culinary 
cultures is the Chipotle Pork Sisig, eaten 
with corn chips and flavored with bell pep-
pers and other mildly spicy herbs.
    Too bad I couldn’t stay long enough to 
try their drinks such as their bottomless 
margaritas and fresh fruit mojitos. But you 
can try them out and decide for yourself if 
Agave lives up to its chosen name: the plant 
that the infamous tequila is made from.

Beyond Nachos and Tacos
By RAYDON L. REYES
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Fulbright scholars have been known 
to make significant contribu-
tions in many fields for more than 

half a century now. One of them chose 
to be a Fulbrighter over a law degree to 
"open his eyes to the other side of the 
world". During his stay in the Philip-
pines back in the ‘70s, what he saw was 
a window to enact compelling change; 
what he created was a lasting legacy.
     David G. Bradley is the Founding Chair 
of the Child Protection Network (CPN). 
The group fosters a commitment to pro-
tect every abused and neglected child in 
the Philippines and throughout Asia with 
an unending mission to ensure these chil-
dren's safety, health and development are 
attended to within a nurturing family en-
vironment.
     Its roots are traced back to the 90s when he 
and his wife Katherine were asked to help 

build a home for street children. While they 
were successful in building a shelter capable 
of providing a home for up to 30 kids, David 
found that simply putting a roof over their 
heads was not the answer. These children, 
who upwards of 80 percent have been either 
physically or sexually abused and had fled 
their homes, needed something more.
     When the chancellor of the University 
of the Philippines (UP) Medical School 
called on David to spearhead the funding 
of the first emergency room for abused chil-
dren in the Philippines, he saw the answer 
to his questions get clearer. With as many 
as 20,000 children seriously and repeatedly 
abused at home, and with little infrastruc-
ture existing to diagnose, refer and treat 
children suffering from abuse, David – to-
gether with his Advisory Board Founda-
tion and UP Manila – worked on a solution. 
The year 1997 saw the creation of the Child 

Protection Unit (CPU) at the Philippine 
General Hospital (PGH) as a response to 
the reality of child abuse and neglect.
     While that was a huge step in the right 
direction, it was only the beginning of what 
would eventually snowball into a network 
of comprehensive solutions to address the 
plight of these "compromised" children. 
From the CPU at PGH came the estab-
lishment of the Child Protection Net-
work in 2002, and five more CPUs built 
in Cebu, Baguio, Zamboanga and Nueva 
Ecija allowed for nationwide accessibility 
of services for abused children. The move-
ment would gain more traction, as 2008 and 
2009 saw the establishment of the Asian 
Resource Center to address the same prob-
lem, this time throughout Asia. 
    Some 13 years later, the continuing 
growth of CPN has not wavered one bit. In 
2010, the number of CPUs has risen to 34 
in 22 provinces nationwide. CPN executive 
director Dr. Bernadette Madrid says this 
is still just the beginning, adding, “At the 
minimum, we will work for at least five new 
CPUs in a year. For areas where there are no 
CPUs, we are working towards the estab-
lishment of satellite referral units who will 
know what to do and where to refer cases 
of child abuse." CPUs service children who 
disclose abuse, and having their services 
available in more areas naturally increases 
disclosure among the victims. In almost all 
cases, a child’s decision to disclose banks on 
feelings of trust; the proliferation of CPN 
allows children to bank on hope.

Building a Network of Hope     By TIMOTHY JAY IBAY
Addio Amica Bella

Expat Mourns Mme. Cosetta Cassin Fedele

The world recently lost a leader among 
ladies, and a beautiful person inside 
and out, with the passing of Mme. 
Cosetta Cassin Fedele. In every occa-
sion and interaction with the beloved 
diplomatic spouse, she always radiated 
warmth and friendliness, tempered by 
intelligence and grace. 
    An elegant and well-spoken repre-
sentative of her country, Mme. Cosetta 
had accompanied her spouse Ambas-
sador Rubens Anna Fedele to such ec-
lectic postings as in Palestine, Sudan 
and Congo. While in the Philippines, 
which she was able to thoroughly ex-
plore during their mission, she was 
very open about being touched by the 
warmth of the Filipino people and 
the beauty of the country. In her own 
words, she had gushed: “What I take 
away with me, the fondest memories, 
are the beautiful islands, the jewels, the 
beautiful sea and the world beneath.” As 
president of Spouses of Heads of Mis-
sion in Manila in 2008, she considered 
charity work as the most meaningful 
part of her role, with a special place in 
her heart for working with the elderly, 
women and children in need.
    Mme. Cosetta is survived by her 
spouse Ambassador Rubens Anna 
Fedele and their children Mahael and 
Shahana. Expat Newspaper extends 
our sincerest condolences to them, and 
all her family and friends.

These lives, 
among countless 
others, are David 
Bradley’s legacy
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TUTORIAL/
EDUCATIONAL

DUTCH
Learn the language & 
pass the MVV exam.
For inquiries (02) 898-
3718/ (0918) 2010771

UNION 
CHURCH 

OF 
MANILA

Welcomes You
INTERNATIONAL

INTERDENOMINATIONAL
EVANGELICAL

WORSHIP SERVICES:
8:30a.m. - Contemporary

10:30a.m - Traditional
12:30p.m. - Blended

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASSES

8:30a.m. 10:30a.m 12:30p.m.

COMMUNION
Wednesday - 12:15 pm

Ministries for Youth
Jr. & Sr. High & Int’l. 

Young Adults Rada cor. 
Legaspi St. Makati City

www.unionchurch.ph
812-6062; 812-5609

Sermons available online

MARSIFOR
Maid, Yaya, Cook, 
Driver, Office Assistant 
Well-screened & proper 
decorum with clearances 
Telephone Numbers 
439-6435, 709-0367 
DOLE PRPA LICENSE 
NUMBER: M-05-00-101
Master in Housekeeping

WAI-K AGENCY
We supply hardworking, 
reliable speak english 
housemaids, cooks,yaya, 
drivers, houseboy, care-
giver, nurse, messengers 
Start anytime with clearances. 
Open: Monday-Saturday 
8:00a.m.-6:00pm 
Tel: 829-1728/ 567-4311 
CP: 0928-6155468
yoly_ofw2008@yahoo.com

J-ARNON ENTERPRISES

FOR SALE

Sending your line ad 
through fax or email 
does not guarantee its 

publication. 
Payment must be 

received every Tuesday 
prior to publication

MAKATI CONDO
SALE/LEASE
Available 15th November 
Furnished 3BR + Maid’s 
Quarter, 3 1/2 + Guest CR 
280 sq.m. incl. 1 Parking 
EliteProperties.net 0917-
6131236 or 02-813-2592

GLORIETTA 
DENTAL CENTER 

3/F Mercury Drug 
Glorietta 3, Ayala Center 

Tel. # 840-1898; 
556-9342 Clinic hours: 

10 am to 7 pm 
LASER WHITENING

•General Dentistry
•Oral Surgery/Ortho 

Pediatric/Perio
•TMJ (Temporo Man-

dibular Joint)
•Panoramic/Ceph/Peria-

pical  X-Ray)

SPEAK TAGALOG/ 
ENGLISH

www.tagalog-tutor.com 

(recommended by 

Diplomatic Bus.

Community) 0917-4120673

Tagaytay Overlooking
2Frontage 581sqm. 5BR
6TB Autogate 5CG 25M
09175267235/ 844-1669
Direct Buyers Only

APARTMENT/
CONDO FOR SALE
140sqm. AC Hws.-BR+1 

Master BR 3Bath,Dining 

R+Living R + Kitchen 

Laundry - 2 Balconies- 

New Fully Furnished 

Narra P4.6Million 

Call: 524-8105 or Email: 

gerardtrading@yahoo.com

API VAN/
CAR RENTALS 
Global City, Taguig MM 
GRANDIA/ TOYOTA 
CAMRY AVANZA ETC. 
For shuttle services to 
airport, corporate outings, 
long term lease, etc. 
Safe & courteous drivers 
393-6315/ 0920-2719698

OLYMPIA-SOMERSET 
Facing Peninsula Hotel. 
Great location & view! 
65m² 1BR nicely renov. 
Fullyfurn all new, parking 
817-1912/ 0917-8198991

Most recommended 
drivers, maids, yayas, 
tutor, janitor or any 
household help email: 
godknight07@gmail.com 

TOWNHOUSE
HOSTEL/HOTEL
24 Hour Airport Service. 
Near All 4 Airports 
Room Rates P300 to 
P950.00/night 
P1,800.00-P5,700.00/Week 
854-1435/854-3826
31 Bayview Dr. & Roxas Blvd.

www.hotelmanila.com

BORACAY HILLTOP 
7 LOTS P6T/ M²
168M²/P1M to 688M²/P4M 
10Min. Walk White Beach 
BORACAY 036-288-5309 
CATICLAN 1,200M² P2.4M 

Both Properties on Concrete 
Road All Access Elec, 
Tel. Cable TV, Water 
LORNA 0928-250-1275 
MANILA 02-854-1435 
bill_lorna@yahoo.com

CASA CAMILLA 
BORACAY 
Dec. 1 to May 31 Beach 
Front Studio Apartments 
w/ Kitchen P2,500/night 
4 persons P15,000/week 
www.casacamillaboracay.com

www.rsrealtyinc.com 
License Broker # 20185/PRC 287
0917-8003070/ 975-2993
** CONDO FOR SALE**
MCKINLEY GARDEN 
VILLAS, FORT BONI-
FACIO 2BR, 2T&B with 
balcony 90sqm., laundry & 
maids room, with parking/ 
semi-furnished, Laguna 
Bay view, selling at P10M
GRAND SOHO MAKATI

28sqm. fully fitted with 
balcony 3M sale/ 23K/m. lease
SOMA AT FORT 36SQM.
Fully fitted/ furnished 3.5M
2 ADRIATICO MALATE, 
MANILA BAY VIEW
41sqm. Bnew, furnished 
with parking P5.5M
1 GATEWAY PIONEER 

MANDALUYONG
83sqm. 2BR/ 2T&B 
P5.5M/P40K/m. lease
LAFAYETTE AT LIBIS 

QUEZON CITY
36sqm. 1BR Fully Fur-
nished Bnew at P3.5M
R.F.O UNITS AT SER-
ENDRA/ROCKWELL
**HOUSE & LOT FOR LEASE**
D A S M A R I Ñ A S 
VILLAGE, MAKATI
L900sqm. F700sqm 4BR 
+ ofc. rm. with pool, 
garden & big covered 
party area P250th/month
**PRE-DEV’T. CONDO**
THE STRATFORD 
R E S I D E N C E S
KALAYAAN Makati, For 
only P17,545/mo. own a 
studio & parking slot. No Dp
., No yearly balloon payment
**HOUSE & LOT/TOWN-
HOUSE FOR SALE**
FERNDALE (Ayala Property)
Brandnew (Zen D.) L 282 
F 350 4BR 1 Master with 
maids & drivers rm. 4 car 
garage P21M semi furnished
SOUTH DRIVE (Vaca-
tion Home), BAGUIO
L700sqm. F850sqm. scenic 
view of Baguio 10 park-
ing slots with maids/driv-
ers qurter Selling at P20M
2MIDLAND GREENHILLS
Infront of Xavier School
Exclusive access to Washing-
ton/ Madison St. F.A. 250sqm., 
L.A. 100sqm. 3BR, 4T&B + 
ofc. rm. 4 open parking slot 
allowed, selling at P10.2M
**LOT FOR SALE**
AYALA HEIGHTS 
434sqm. at P32K/sqm.
Call us for all your prop-
erty needs. We will sell & 
look for properties for you.

SAN JOSE, BATANGAS
2 Hectares in Town Center
Ana 0917-5988001

ELEVATED BEACHFRONT

Matuod, Lian Batangas 
133m. FRONT 
ANA 0917-5988001

FOR RENT Joya Lofts 
Rockwell Brand new, 
2-bedroom, fully fur-
nished loft type. 96 sq. 
meters +639178915659/ 
+6329178552463/ +6328925137

121m² 2BR 55K/month
Legaspi Village, ok for 
ofc./ res. 72m² @ 32K/
mo. 811-3183/ 
811-3255 0917-8383726

FOR RENT 4-Bedroom 
House in Magallanes Village 
With 4 Bathrooms, Living 
room, dining area, den, 
outdoor patio. BRAND 

NEW! Please call Sunny at 
0922-9614488 for details

EUROPACIFIC
Drivers, Housemaid, 
Caregivers, Cook, Yaya, 
w/ NBI Clearance Back-
ground Check
833-6720/ 0917-6038007

Exclusive distributor of brand new and 
technologically advanced radiographic systems. 

Committed to the goal of providing quality 
equipment and supplies to the medical industry at 

reasonable prices. For inquiries call:
490-7255 or 0939-4350750
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IC

Serving the
Philippines
Since 1990

RCE NT E

www.unchiropracticmanila.com

Don’t live with pain. 

Fast, natural & effective 

relief for headaches, 

neck, shoulder, back pain, 

sciatica, pinched nerves, 

scoliosis & sports injuries.

All doctors are U.S. Board 

Certified and U.S. Licensed
DR. WALTER BRUSH
Valle Verde Country 

Club Pasig - 635-7366/
(0927) 285 - 9801

DR. KEN SISON
Yupangco Building 
2nd Floor Makati City
899-4936 (0908)557-5731
DR. HEATH MOTLEY

Physicians Tower 
533 U.N. Ave. Manila

524-7287/ 521-4962
(0908) 557-5726

DR. MALCOLM WARREN

A n g e l e s  C i t y

(  0 4 5  )  6 2 5 - 6 6 6 3 
( 0 9 1 6 )  4 7 5 - 0 3 6 5
DR. NATASHA BALBAS
DR. MALCOLM WARREN

Anita Bldg. Ground Floor 

Quezon Ave. corner Ti-

mog Ave. Quezon City 

351-6041/ 0916-6173111

BEAUTY AND
BARBER SHOP
Offers intensive hair 
treatment (any type of 
hair) hair coloring, high-
lights, rebonding, relax, 
haircut, hair perm, foot 
and hand spa etc. A one-
stop state-of-the art salon 
and barber shop is located 
at 6751 G/F the Makati 
Tuscany Condominium, 
Ayala Avenue, Makati 
City Call: 888-4442 
We accept credit card.

BEAUTIFULLY, 
TOTALLY AND
NEWLY RENOVATED 

Apartment 180 SQ/MTS

3-Bedrooms w/ 3 Bathrooms

1-Maid’s Room w/ Bathroom

Please Call:
894-1371-72
look for Andy or Myra

DIRECT BUYERS 
ONLY
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publication. 
Payment must be 

received every Tuesday 
prior to publication

MAKATI CONDO
SALE/LEASE
Available 15th November 
Furnished 3BR + Maid’s 
Quarter, 3 1/2 + Guest CR 
280 sq.m. incl. 1 Parking 
EliteProperties.net 0917-
6131236 or 02-813-2592

GLORIETTA 
DENTAL CENTER 

3/F Mercury Drug 
Glorietta 3, Ayala Center 

Tel. # 840-1898; 
556-9342 Clinic hours: 

10 am to 7 pm 
LASER WHITENING

•General Dentistry
•Oral Surgery/Ortho 

Pediatric/Perio
•TMJ (Temporo Man-

dibular Joint)
•Panoramic/Ceph/Peria-

pical  X-Ray)

SPEAK TAGALOG/ 
ENGLISH

www.tagalog-tutor.com 

(recommended by 

Diplomatic Bus.

Community) 0917-4120673

Tagaytay Overlooking
2Frontage 581sqm. 5BR
6TB Autogate 5CG 25M
09175267235/ 844-1669
Direct Buyers Only

APARTMENT/
CONDO FOR SALE
140sqm. AC Hws.-BR+1 

Master BR 3Bath,Dining 

R+Living R + Kitchen 

Laundry - 2 Balconies- 

New Fully Furnished 

Narra P4.6Million 

Call: 524-8105 or Email: 

gerardtrading@yahoo.com

API VAN/
CAR RENTALS 
Global City, Taguig MM 
GRANDIA/ TOYOTA 
CAMRY AVANZA ETC. 
For shuttle services to 
airport, corporate outings, 
long term lease, etc. 
Safe & courteous drivers 
393-6315/ 0920-2719698

OLYMPIA-SOMERSET 
Facing Peninsula Hotel. 
Great location & view! 
65m² 1BR nicely renov. 
Fullyfurn all new, parking 
817-1912/ 0917-8198991

Most recommended 
drivers, maids, yayas, 
tutor, janitor or any 
household help email: 
godknight07@gmail.com 

TOWNHOUSE
HOSTEL/HOTEL
24 Hour Airport Service. 
Near All 4 Airports 
Room Rates P300 to 
P950.00/night 
P1,800.00-P5,700.00/Week 
854-1435/854-3826
31 Bayview Dr. & Roxas Blvd.

www.hotelmanila.com

BORACAY HILLTOP 
7 LOTS P6T/ M²
168M²/P1M to 688M²/P4M 
10Min. Walk White Beach 
BORACAY 036-288-5309 
CATICLAN 1,200M² P2.4M 

Both Properties on Concrete 
Road All Access Elec, 
Tel. Cable TV, Water 
LORNA 0928-250-1275 
MANILA 02-854-1435 
bill_lorna@yahoo.com

CASA CAMILLA 
BORACAY 
Dec. 1 to May 31 Beach 
Front Studio Apartments 
w/ Kitchen P2,500/night 
4 persons P15,000/week 
www.casacamillaboracay.com

www.rsrealtyinc.com 
License Broker # 20185/PRC 287
0917-8003070/ 975-2993
** CONDO FOR SALE**
MCKINLEY GARDEN 
VILLAS, FORT BONI-
FACIO 2BR, 2T&B with 
balcony 90sqm., laundry & 
maids room, with parking/ 
semi-furnished, Laguna 
Bay view, selling at P10M
GRAND SOHO MAKATI

28sqm. fully fitted with 
balcony 3M sale/ 23K/m. lease
SOMA AT FORT 36SQM.
Fully fitted/ furnished 3.5M
2 ADRIATICO MALATE, 
MANILA BAY VIEW
41sqm. Bnew, furnished 
with parking P5.5M
1 GATEWAY PIONEER 

MANDALUYONG
83sqm. 2BR/ 2T&B 
P5.5M/P40K/m. lease
LAFAYETTE AT LIBIS 

QUEZON CITY
36sqm. 1BR Fully Fur-
nished Bnew at P3.5M
R.F.O UNITS AT SER-
ENDRA/ROCKWELL
**HOUSE & LOT FOR LEASE**
D A S M A R I Ñ A S 
VILLAGE, MAKATI
L900sqm. F700sqm 4BR 
+ ofc. rm. with pool, 
garden & big covered 
party area P250th/month
**PRE-DEV’T. CONDO**
THE STRATFORD 
R E S I D E N C E S
KALAYAAN Makati, For 
only P17,545/mo. own a 
studio & parking slot. No Dp
., No yearly balloon payment
**HOUSE & LOT/TOWN-
HOUSE FOR SALE**
FERNDALE (Ayala Property)
Brandnew (Zen D.) L 282 
F 350 4BR 1 Master with 
maids & drivers rm. 4 car 
garage P21M semi furnished
SOUTH DRIVE (Vaca-
tion Home), BAGUIO
L700sqm. F850sqm. scenic 
view of Baguio 10 park-
ing slots with maids/driv-
ers qurter Selling at P20M
2MIDLAND GREENHILLS
Infront of Xavier School
Exclusive access to Washing-
ton/ Madison St. F.A. 250sqm., 
L.A. 100sqm. 3BR, 4T&B + 
ofc. rm. 4 open parking slot 
allowed, selling at P10.2M
**LOT FOR SALE**
AYALA HEIGHTS 
434sqm. at P32K/sqm.
Call us for all your prop-
erty needs. We will sell & 
look for properties for you.

SAN JOSE, BATANGAS
2 Hectares in Town Center
Ana 0917-5988001

ELEVATED BEACHFRONT

Matuod, Lian Batangas 
133m. FRONT 
ANA 0917-5988001

FOR RENT Joya Lofts 
Rockwell Brand new, 
2-bedroom, fully fur-
nished loft type. 96 sq. 
meters +639178915659/ 
+6329178552463/ +6328925137

121m² 2BR 55K/month
Legaspi Village, ok for 
ofc./ res. 72m² @ 32K/
mo. 811-3183/ 
811-3255 0917-8383726

FOR RENT 4-Bedroom 
House in Magallanes Village 
With 4 Bathrooms, Living 
room, dining area, den, 
outdoor patio. BRAND 

NEW! Please call Sunny at 
0922-9614488 for details

EUROPACIFIC
Drivers, Housemaid, 
Caregivers, Cook, Yaya, 
w/ NBI Clearance Back-
ground Check
833-6720/ 0917-6038007

Exclusive distributor of brand new and 
technologically advanced radiographic systems. 

Committed to the goal of providing quality 
equipment and supplies to the medical industry at 

reasonable prices. For inquiries call:
490-7255 or 0939-4350750
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IC

Serving the
Philippines
Since 1990

RCE NT E

www.unchiropracticmanila.com

Don’t live with pain. 

Fast, natural & effective 

relief for headaches, 

neck, shoulder, back pain, 

sciatica, pinched nerves, 

scoliosis & sports injuries.

All doctors are U.S. Board 

Certified and U.S. Licensed
DR. WALTER BRUSH
Valle Verde Country 

Club Pasig - 635-7366/
(0927) 285 - 9801

DR. KEN SISON
Yupangco Building 
2nd Floor Makati City
899-4936 (0908)557-5731
DR. HEATH MOTLEY

Physicians Tower 
533 U.N. Ave. Manila

524-7287/ 521-4962
(0908) 557-5726

DR. MALCOLM WARREN

A n g e l e s  C i t y

(  0 4 5  )  6 2 5 - 6 6 6 3 
( 0 9 1 6 )  4 7 5 - 0 3 6 5
DR. NATASHA BALBAS
DR. MALCOLM WARREN

Anita Bldg. Ground Floor 

Quezon Ave. corner Ti-

mog Ave. Quezon City 

351-6041/ 0916-6173111

BEAUTY AND
BARBER SHOP
Offers intensive hair 
treatment (any type of 
hair) hair coloring, high-
lights, rebonding, relax, 
haircut, hair perm, foot 
and hand spa etc. A one-
stop state-of-the art salon 
and barber shop is located 
at 6751 G/F the Makati 
Tuscany Condominium, 
Ayala Avenue, Makati 
City Call: 888-4442 
We accept credit card.

BEAUTIFULLY, 
TOTALLY AND
NEWLY RENOVATED 

Apartment 180 SQ/MTS

3-Bedrooms w/ 3 Bathrooms

1-Maid’s Room w/ Bathroom

Please Call:
894-1371-72
look for Andy or Myra

DIRECT BUYERS 
ONLY
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    Simon McMenemy had only been in 
town some ten days upon getting the 
nod to be the country's new manager of 
its national football team when Expat 
sat down with, unofficially, the world's 
youngest national team manager. While 
the reality of him having the job may 
have sunk in four months later, it's pretty 
obvious that the stunning success this 
football program, in its nascent stages, 
has rocked the region with will take a lit-
tle more time to settle.
    It was mid-September when Simon 
had but humble hopes that the Philip-
pines have a respectable showing in the 
Suzuki Cup qualifiers, something the 
country had failed to do so in its past two 
attempts. Now, after an unprecedented 
seven-match undefeated run, the Philip-
pines finds itself in the semis of Southeast 
Asia's premiere football tournament. No 
one saw this coming. Sure, the team and 
its backers put in the work and resources 
necessary to succeed. But I don't fathom 
anyone figured they would come out of 
the group stages on top, shocking Phil-
ippine football consciousness across the 
region by surprising top seed Singapore 
with a 1-1 draw, then silencing 40,000 
fans in Vietnam by beating the defend-
ing champs, 2-0.

 Rise of the Azkals
    Tournament minnows. Traditional 
whipping boys. That's how football 

scribes called the Philippines at the start 
of the tournament. They even hold the 
record for the tournament's worst de-
feat, suffering a 13-1 pummeling at the 
hands – or feet – of the Indonesians back 
in 2002.
    They might be the giant killers, the up-
set specialists now, but these proud boys 
already have a moniker, the Azkals (lo-
cal term for stray dogs), and that's how 
they'd rather be known. Perhaps a tribute 
to the many years they have struggled for 
relevance, they held on to that name. Dan 
Palami, who has bankrolled the team 
since last year, explains the name: "The 
stray dog just wanders in peace, but if it 
senses it will be harmed, it will also fight 
back."
 
What Victories Mean
    The results have the entire football 
team elated and their country inspired. 
But the Philippine Football Federation 
(PFF) understands the difference be-
tween match results and the true quality 
of Philippine football. This group rich 
with Fil-foreign players may power the 
team to respectability in the interna-
tional field, but they can only do so much 
to develop the national quality of foot-
ball. Training facilities need to be built, 
and there are sponsorships to be gained. 
These take time, but these Azkals have 
made sure the inspiration to do so has 
been set. 

Azkals Bring Needed Football Buzz

It seems ironic that to celebrate 
Nature, a thick tome will be pub-
lished in its honor. Then again, if 

the pages contain flora and fauna rarely 
seen, and more importantly, nearly ex-
tinct, by all means maybe this biodiver-
sity should be immortalized in print.
    This is what esteemed pre-war publisher 
The Fookien Times did recently, unveiling its 
2011 Philippines Yearbook: Keep It Green. 
One of a long-running series, this publica-
tion is annually anticipated, and appreciat-
ed, for its relevant themes – expanding from 
its basic premise of business and economic 
progress to overall development.
    As a reflection of the yearbook’s con-
tinuing success, an overflowing number 
of guests were present at the launch held 
recently at the New World Hotel. In the 
crowd were notable ambassadors, revered 
business magnates like Bienvenido Tan-
toco, Sr., and some respected politicians. In 
fact, two of the last took up to the stage to 
speak more about the special subject of this 
book.

    With stunning photographs 
lifted from the contents 
flashed as backdrop, Speaker 
of the House Sonny Belmonte, 
Jr. – husband to the late Betty 
Go-Belmonte, original edi-
tor of The Philippines Yearbook 
and founding chairman of The 
Philippine Star – recalled how 
he would then help his wife 
by scouring the likes of Time 
and Life magazines for the lat-
est news and events. Now he 
joked, all his collected infor-
mation is best used for trivia. 
Seriously however, he said that 
the cause for the environment 
is not only for lawmakers like 
him. “We all have a stake in the 

future. We all need to help.”
    The second official to underscore the 
theme was environmental advocate and 
former Bukidnon Rep. Neric Acosta. Au-
thor of bills pushing for clean air and water, 
solid waste management and biodiversity 
protection, he described how the 2011 The 
Philippines Yearbook is “a road map for all 
of us”. The buzz that the environment is 
reaping has to translate to an “everyday 
consciousness”.
    As the publication’s primary photogra-
pher Ivan Sarenas stated during the open-
ing remarks, the country has “unparalleled 
biodiversity” and is said to be the “most 
threatened in the world” mainly due to 
habitat loss.
    This capsule collection of creation also 
comes at no better time – at the close of 
the International Year of Biodiversity, as 
if extending the campaign and reminding 
again that keeping it green is not a trend 
or a distant concept, but a necessity and a 
reality.

2011 Green  Yearbook Launched     
Text and photos by ELGA D. REYES

Rep. Sonny Belmonte, Jr. stresses the importance of 
eco-themed yearbook
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Showcasing Our Country’s 
Finest Treasures 
Inspired by the rich ancestral and excavated jewel from all over the Philippines, Hoseki, 
the Philippines’ premier jewelry salon, recently launched the Maharlika – an awe-inspiring 
collection that mirrors Filipino’s love affair with gold jewelry and other precious elements 
like plant ivory, pearls, and sapphires. Held at the Podium in Ortigas, the dazzling affair 
was led by the award-winning Hoseki team composed of dynamic founder Faico, his 
wife lovely corporate affairs director Zabeth Co, and brilliant designer Knoi Esmane. 
Congratulations! (Hoseki store is located at the Podium in Ortigas. For inquiries, call 
634-1736 and 556-0134).

Bringing the essence of Italian living to our shores, the Italian Trade Commission sup-
ported by the Italian Embassy in the Philippines, recently celebrated the Italian festival 
with a grand launch at the elegant showroom of FURNitalia, the country’s sole purveyor 
of Italian furniture located in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. This year’s festive celebration with 
the theme, “Dolce Italia,” highlights the “sweetness” of the partnership between Italy and 
the Philippines. Leading the well-attended affair were honorable ambassador of Italy, His 
Excellency, Luca Fornari and charming wife Silavana, together with Taguig congressman 
Freddie Tinga, Italian Trade Commission senior trade officer Lyndon Albert Villanueva 
and gracious FURNitalia managing director Florence Ko. Salve!

(clockwise) Japanese jazz singer Ai-
saku Yokogawa together with the bril-
liant Hoseki team composed of Ha-
rold Co, Grace Emnace, Stephan Co, 
corporate affairs director Zabeth Co, 
designer Knoi Esmane and founder 
Faico with Hoseki models (back row) 
during the launch of the Maharlika 
collection at the Podium; Faico with 
Aficionado president Joel Cruz; Kaye 
Gamboa, Sofia Yu, Zabeth Co, Sol 
Salao, Luz Coronel, Tess Vergel De 
Dios and Annie Andres

(top) Leading the opening of 
the grand Italian Festival at 
FURNitalia (from left) Taguig 
congressman Freddie Tinga 
and wife Kaye, FURNitalia 
managing director Florence 
Ko, madame Silvana and hus-
band ambassador of Italy, His 
excellency, Luca Fornari; (left 
to right) Florence Ko, Mia 
Borromeo, Irene Martel Fran-
cisco and Thai Airways country 
manager Nivat Chantarachoti; 
Nelson and Siu Ping Par; Anna 
and Raymond Rufino

The Glorious, 
Sweet Italian 
Lifestyle
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Tourists who flew in last Novem-
ber got a warm welcome and a 
lot more during the Grand Fi-

esta 2010 organized by the conven-
iently situated Resorts World Manila. 
    Located just across the third terminal of 
the Ninoy Aquino International Airport, 
the year-old luxury casino resort in New-
port City, Pasay got a multitude of travelers 
celebrating their first days in the country 
by presenting a few “wonders of Philippine 
culture and talent.” 
    The four-day feast started off in Novem-
ber 25 with an Art Festival that showcased 
the works of visual artists Jerson Samson, 
John Paul Antido and Jaypee Samson at the 
Maxims Gallery. A PHP 10-million Poker 
Fiesta and a Light Festival promptly fol-

lowed before the first night concluded with 
a Pinoy Rock Concert.
    Journey front man Arnel Pineda, on the 
other hand, revved up the crowd by per-
forming with  his original band Ammo dur-
ing the second night. Of course, no festival 
is ever complete without a colorful parade, 
which was taken care of on the third night 
before the hungry feasters were treated to a 
Gourmet Night by Chef Jacky Wu.
    Finally, the feast ended with the Grand 
Fiesta Run with the 3K, 5K, and 10K dis-
tances, where runners vied for a chance to 
fly to Singapore on a private jet. It definitely 
wasn’t a bad way to buffer the effects of jet 
lag before actually going out of the city to 
explore what the Philippines had to offer, 
firsthand.

“It’s a tough job and somebody’s 
got to do it.”
    A phrase we commonly throw around, 
especially in a moment of underhanded 
boastfulness, and yet we seldom think of the 
actual down and gritty work that makes our 
world go round. Alaxan FR does.
    Recently, the well-known brand for body 
and muscle relief celebrated the country’s 
unsung heroes with a street party at the San 
Miguel by the Bay area of SM Mall of Asia.
The main model, though unavailable that 
night, is the world’s number one pound-
for-pound fighter, Rep. Manny Pacquiao, 
whose rags-to-riches story is truly an 
example of perseverance and dedication. 
In his absence, there were several of his 

doppelgangers milling about.
    And just before the pinnacle of the event, 
Alaxan FR concluded one of its added 
campaigns under the yearlong branding 
banner, “Aray Ko, Galing Ko”. Reynaldo 
Lachica, an environmental and product 
chemist for Centrica Energy/British Gas 
Brand, was awarded as winner of the three-
month “Search for the Toughest Jobs, 
Philippines” program with the Department 
of Labor and Employment.
    Later revealed was huge art installation 
crafted by award-winning artist Fred 
Baldemor stood amidst bright lights, with 
Pacquiao in fighting form surrounded by a 
representative of each heralded sector. It is 
Pinoy excellence at its finest.

People reading 
or simply sit-
ting on bench-

es people-watching, 
teens throwing Fris-
bees, children running 
around, joggers jog-
ging – these are your 
typical park scenes 
and it’s no different 
at the Ayala Trian-
gle Gardens, located 
along Paseo de Roxas, 
Makati Avenue and 
Ayala Avenue. Ac-
cording to Ayala’s 
Strategic Landbank 
Management Group (SLMG), “The park 
was inspired by great urban spaces such as 
Bryant Park and Union Square.” With its 
tall acacia trees and landscaped gardens, 
the park serves as a breathing space at the 
heart of Makati’s central business district.
    This Christmas season, the park is made 
even more festive with bright Christmas 
lights and decorations. The parol, the iconic 
star-shaped lantern that is a traditional Fili-
pino Christmas decoration, is the featured 
symbol that heralds this joyful season. The 
“Symphony of Parols”, a 10-minute light 
and sound show, held at 30 minute inter-
vals from 6 to 8 p.m., is sure to entertain not 
only visitors to the park, but even just the 
casual passers-by. Ongoing until December 
23, the mesmerizing spectacle of Christmas 
lanterns and lights, “dancing” to the music 
of familiar Christmas carols and holiday 
tunes such as “Santa Claus is Coming to 

Town”, “Silent Night” and “Hark the Her-
ald Angels Sing”, was designed by multi-
awarded lighting director Voltaire de Jesus 
and sound engineer Jethro Joaquin.
      The annual tradition of Ayala’s delightful 
Christmas lights is made even more mean-
ingful this year with the use of LED lights 
which, according to SLMG, translates to a 
72-percent reduction of energy consump-
tion in line with the commitment of Ayala 
Land to sustainability.
    According to SLMG, the vision for the 
gardens is for it to become “the seat of arts 
and culture, a place for convergence offering 
a variety of activities, a venue for unstruc-
tured gatherings or as respite for workers, 
residents as well as visitors, where everyone 
would feel secure.” Currently, there are 12 
restaurants at the Ayala Triangle Gardens. 
    From December 15 to 23, preparatory 
masses for Christmas will be held at 6 p.m.

Lanterns Light Up the Gardens    
By ASTRA C. ALEGRE  and Photo by REINER ROY B. ORDONA

Resorts World Launches Grand Fiesta     
By RAYDON L. REYES

A Time to Shine       By ELGA D. REYES



Compiled by CARMENCITA H. ACOSTA
cultural calendar

13expat newspaperJANUARY 24 - FEBRUARY 6, 2010 13expat newspaperJANUARY 24 - FEBRUARY 6, 2010 15expat newspaperDECEMBER 12 - 25, 2010

Fiesta Folkloriada
The Bayanihan Philippine National 
Dance Company presents an interna-
tional folk dance festival. Selected per-
formers and artists from foreign dance 
groups of Greece, Colombia, Italy, 
Turkemenistan, Korea and Singapore 
join their local counterpart in show-
ing their talent. December 17, 8 p.m. and 
December 18, 3 p.m., Cultural Center of  
the Philippines. Roxas Boulevard, Metro 
Manila; phone 832-1125

Philippine Madrigal Singers
The internationally acclaimed and 
awarded a capella chorale presents se-
lections from their rich repertoire of 
both national and foreign songs. Decem-
ber 21 and 22, 8 p.m., Cultural Center of 
the Philippines

Solutions in Surface and Light
Jaime Zobel creates electric Zen poems 
on archival paper, among others. Ongo-
ing at Artist Space, Glorietta 4, Makati; 
phone 892-1801

Tropus
Artists Renato Ong, Noell Farol, Bo 
Cumagun, Alab Pagarigan and Mervy 

Pueblo exhibit their artworks until De-
cember 29 at Altro Mondo arte Contemo-
ranes, 3/F Greenbelt 5, Makati; phone 
501-3270 

Riding in Circles
Marc Valdezco and Eugene Jarque pres-
ent their artworks. Ongoing until Decem-
ber 30, Blanc Manila Peninsula, Ayala 
Avenue, Makati; phone 0920-9276436

Days when Blood are Tears
Artist Lynryd Paras’ latest  paintings are 
on view until December 31 at the Avel-
lana Art Gallery, 2680 F. B. Harrison, 
Pasay, Metro Manila; phone 833-8357 

On Set 
Excerpts from presentations of the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines, as 
well as insights into the lives and ac-
complishments of leading artists of the 
Philippines are presented every Satur-
day at 8:30 p.m. on TV Net 25 with 
replays on Sundays at the same time. 
Among those featured are singer Lea Sa-
longa on December 25; composer Ryan 
Cayabyab on January 1 and film director 
Brillante Mendoza on January 15.

Exposicion 131 
The exhibit presents 
some of the outstand-
ing pieces from the 
collection of paintings 
by Impy Pilapil, Phyllis 
Zaballero, Justin Nuy-
da, Fernando Modesto, 
Raul Lebajo, Charlie 
Co and Kiko Escora. 
The exhibit is Hiraya 
Gallery’s 131st since it 
first opened its doors 
in 1980.  Ongoing un-
til December 15, Hiraya 
Gallery, 530 United Na-
tions Avenue, Ermita, Manila; phone 523-3331

A Phyllis Zaballero painting

EXPAT ADVERTISING

812-0987/840-2996
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Sandra Miller
German
Backpacker

One thing I can’t help but notice is how early in the year Christmas 
comes into the Filipino consciousness. I being at the mall 
sometime mid-September, and I was surprised to hear Christmas 
carols being played. I figured it was some sort of a joke, but I had 
it happen another time at a different mall. Then you have kids 
sing you Christmas carols why you’re waiting on a red light. Total 
craziness. I won’t be here for the actual thing, so I can only imagine 
how much more crazier it’s going to be.

The West might have Santa Claus, Christmas wreaths and 
snowmen with carrots for a nose, but the Philippines has different 
ways of celebrating Christmas. During this time of the year, it’s 
very common to see Filipinos walking the streets lined with 
parol (star lanterns) on their way to Simbang Gabi and then 
eating bibingka or puto bumbong afterwards. In line with this, 
Expat asks: What aspect of how Christmas is 

celebrated in the Philippines do you find most appealing 
and unique? How about the most strange?

Goran Aleks
German
General manager, Sofitel Philippine Plaza

What I find to be 
so wonderful is 
how exception-
ally close-knit 
families are in the 
Philippines. Fam-
ily gatherings are 
a big deal and the 
holidays are the 
most vibrant and 

meaningful that I’ve ever seen. I like that 
very much. The strangest thing? I wouldn’t 
say strange, but definitely very new and a 
pleasant surprise to me, that people I’ve just 
met can invite me to celebrate Christmas 
with them and their families tell me that 
in the Philippines, Christmas is a time of 
the year that really brings people closer to-
gether. I think it’s such a powerful thing. 
Now I understand why they say that there 
is no Christmas in the world like that in the 
Philippines.

Kristina Beckendorf
German
Managing director, Maersk Global Service 

Centres (Phils.) 
Ltd.

Based on my only 
five months of in-
sight into the Fili-
pino culture, I’m 
not surprised that 
Filipinos truly en-
joy Christmastime, 
with decorations 

and little gifts. Gift giving, and giving 
in general, seems to be an integrated part of 
the culture, and that I think is fantastic. It’s 
very colorful, because in Europe, typically 
the colors you see are real-life Christmas 
trees, and then maybe some red and green 
and white, and that’s about all you see. So 
that’s something that would definitely 
stand out to me. Nothing really stands out 
in a strange way, just probably in a way that 
reminds me more of the Christmases I’ve 
seen in States while I lived there, versus 
what you find back in Europe.

Jinnie Andersen
Dane 
Economy director, Armstrong IT ApS

It’s very different 
from Denmark 
where it’s very cold. 
In Denmark, peo-
ple spend Christ-
mas inside, but in 
the Philippines 
people spend it 
outside. The lights 
are very nice, espe-

cially in Ayala Triangle Park. So Christmas 
in the Philippines is very colorful. You also 
have a lot of plastic. You don’t have real pine 
trees.

Martin Kaspar 
Swiss
Chef and restaurateur

The true reason for 
the season, among 
the Filipinos, which 
is spirit of giving is 
what I find appeal-
ing in celebrating 
Christmas in the 
Philippines.  

Briony Rae Eales 
Australian
Spouse of Justin Wade Reuben Sibley from the 

Department of For-
eign Affairs

The Christmas 
lights are amazing, 
and Filipinos cel-
ebrate Christmas 
very early. Plus, 
the weather’s fine. 
But the Christmas 
traffic is really an-

noying.

H.E. Valeriu Gheorghe
Ambassador of Romania to the Philippines

I must say that 
the tradition of 
having nine days 
of pre-Christmas 
eve masses called 
Simbang Gabi is 
very unique! And 
upon completion of 
which, it is believed 
that one can make 

a wish. The Christmas delicacies in the 
Philippines, the puto bumbong and the 
bibingka, and the steamed rice cakes are 
very unique and tasty too!


