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By ASTRA C. ALEGRE

By TIMOTHY JAY IBAY

The 2010 year-end report of the 
Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (DENR) paint-

ed a landscape of stricter implementation, 
transparency, and administrative systems 
tweaks to highlight its achievements during 
the first  semester of the Aquino administra-
tion. Pointing the spotlight on several key 
areas – eliminating graft and corruption, 
clean air and water, environmental regulation 
compliance, and optimizing benefits from 
land resources and mining – the department 
stated that these gains were made against the 
backdrop of a social contract that will effec-
tively address persistent issues in the sector.

Glimpse into the Gains
    The implementation of the DENR Citizens 
Charter is seen by the department as vital in 

being able to issue the range of services in the 
different sector offices. Perhaps more impor-
tantly, it's designed to guide the public with 
step-by-step procedures on how to avail of the 
said services, while also depicting the quality 
and timeliness to be expected from the De-
partment in providing these services.
    To address the issue of integrity in process-
ing land applications and access to land infor-
mation, a Land Records Administration and 
Management System (LAMS) was installed 
and operationalized in four DENR regional 
offices (Regions 1, 7, 8 and 10). 
    In an email to Expat, World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) vice chair and CEO Lory Tan 
commented that with population and poverty 

running rampant, a Land Use Act is absolutely 
imperative. He also asks whether the private 
sector is actively pursuing a clear definition of 
land use that may restrict their own corporate 
expansion plans.
    The year-end report stated that DENR for-
estry checkpoints were reduced to the most 
strategic locations. From 274 checkpoints, 
the number was "rationalized" to 117. It 
also mentioned that the confiscated forest 
products were donated to the Department 
of Education instead of being disposed 
through bidding, to deny illegal loggers 
from re-acquiring them. 
    Tan, however, said that forestry checkpoints 
do not effectively stop illegal logging unless 
there is local ownership of an enforcement 
initiative. He opines, "I would eliminate all 
DENR checkpoints and devolve that re-

sponsibility and decision making to local gov-
ernment, corporations  and NGOs."
    The DENR also reported a "massive drive" 
for the clean-up of esteros (inlet canals) in 
Metro Manila. The Department reports that it 
had developed a coordinated approach on the 
clean-up of esteros with other 
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The growing number of cases in-
volving Filipinos abroad being used 
as illegal drug couriers by foreign-

based drug syndicates has been an alarm-
ing cause for concern among local au-
thorities, according to the Philippine Drug 
Enforcement Agency (PDEA). 
    “The displaced and undocumented Filipinos 
abroad are the vulnerable ones,” says PDEA di-
rector Joseph Ladip. “They have expired visas 
or working permits, and they are willing to do 
it because they need the money. But most are 
tourists who were recruited online.”
    According to an International Narcotics 
Control Strategy Report in 2010, the number 
of foreign-based drug organizations operating 
in the Philippines has increased to nine, from 
only three in 2008. These include sophisticat-
ed transnational drug-trafficking syndicates, 
among them the so-called West African Drug 
Syndicate or WADS, which has infiltrated the 

country with its cocaine and heroin smug-
gling operations. The illegal drugs are smug-
gled and transported to Malaysia, Vietnam 

and China.
    This, despite the stiff death penalty in most 
countries. In China, the death penalty is meted 
out on anyone caught in possession of more 
than 50 grams of illegal drugs. “The Philip-
pines is the only country in Southeast Asia 
that does not impose the death penalty,” Ladip 
observed, “so many choose to operate here.”
    More than 60 percent of mules who have been 
caught are women. Late last year, a Filipina who 
used to work as a schoolteacher in Guangdong 
province was caught carrying 1,996 grams of 
cocaine hidden under her check-in suitcase.
   In another instance, two drug couriers were 
caught just days apart in one province in Chi-
na. “One was carrying four kilos of heroin, 
while the other was carrying three kilos,” Ladip 
relates. “Both women were pregnant and bore 
their children in China.” International drug 
syndicates, it was reported, prefer to recruit 
young professionals or office 



JANUARY 16 - 29, 2011

EXPAT NEWSPAPER

2 > TRAVEL

Taking other people’s word for things 
is not something I usually do, but this 
time I made an exception - how could 

I not when the pitch for it pulled me in rather 
than pushed? When resort owner and new-
found friend Emma said The Ananyana Beach 
Resort is a hidden gem, she sold it with sincer-
ity. Turns out I was wise to believe before I saw.
    The province of Bohol has the unique 
advantage of attractions for both the timid 
and tenacious. Where the Chocolate Hills and 
tarsiers fall short of exhilarating (don’t get me 
wrong: they’re excellent to see for oneself for 

sure), nature adventures shine. At the top of 
the list is what’s considered one of the dive best 
sites anywhere in the country – off Panglao 
Island. So what better stretch of coast for The 
Ananyana to perch itself on than here?
    But it wasn’t a resort that originally did the 
perching – it was Emma’s rest house that did, 
circa 1989. The Ananyana was, more than a 
decade ago, her own slice of remote Panglao 
paradise. Frequent visitors to her home pushed 
her to expand it, and somewhere along the way, 
rest house gave way to resort.
 
Out for Lunch
    Three fun facts: The Ananyana’s name draws 
from the Filipino word “ananyayahan” and 

The Promised Land
By JAHZEEL ABIHAIL G. CRUZ
Photos by EMMA GOMEZ

Tourism Secretary Alberto Lim 
announces the festival lineup for 
the first quarter of 2011 for Metro 

Manila’s 16 cities and lone municipality.
    “We have begun the re-development of Metro 
Manila as a tourist destination in itself through 
our collaboration with the local government 
units,” Secretary Lim said.
    Manilans began the New Year festivities with 
the Feast of the Black Nazarene, Metro Manila’s 
oldest and biggest festival, last January 9.  
    As part of the nationwide celebration of the 
Feast of the Sto. Niño, festivals take center stage 
on the third Sunday of January. The 399th cel-
ebration of the Sto. Niño de Pandacan Parish in 
Pandacan district has the Buling-Buling Festival 
– decreed as the official cultural dance identity of 
the City of Manila – held on the third Saturday 
of January, the day before the feast day. Likewise 
on the third Sunday are the celebrations of the 
Lakbayaw Festival in Tondo, Manila, the Pajotan 

de Sto. Niño in Maypajo, Caloocan City, and the 
Bambino Festival in Pasig City.  The exhibition 
of more than a hundred images of the Sto. Niño 
commences on the third week until the end of 
January at the PNB Building, highlighted by a 
grand procession.
    Throughout the second week of January, the 
fishing town of Navotas commemorates its 
founding with the Pangisdaan Festival. Back to 
January’s third Sunday, the City of Makati com-
plements the Sto. Niño feasts by paying homage 
to Mother Nature through the Caracol Festival 
promoting environmental preservation.
    The whole month of February is Philippine In-
ternational Arts Festival, “Ani ng Sining.” Aimed 
at promoting Philippine culture and the arts 
as well as highlighting and enhancing Filipino 
creativity, the festival consists of lecture series, 
exhibits, film showings and writing workshops, 
among others. It is spearheaded by the National 
Commission for Culture and the Arts.

    Pasay City honors the feast of Sta. Clara with 
fertility rites at the Parish Church, plus the Ser-
enata and Tiburin Race, on the second week of 
February. The City of Mandaluyong marks its 
Liberation Day and Cityhood on February 9. 
The 35th International Bamboo Organ Festival 
is staged at the St. Joseph Parish in Las Pinas City 
throughout the third week. 
    Summer comes early for the residents and visi-
tors of Pasig City with its Summer Music Festival 
to be held at the city museum complex and partic-
ipated in by local and foreign-based Pasigueños. 
Meanwhile, the town of Pateros commemorates 
the feast of its patron, St. Martha, with the Pa-
goda sa Daan and Pandangguhan Festival.
    As Christians observe the beginning of Lent 
with Ash Wednesday on March 9, Muntinlupa 
City commemorates the weeklong Dinagsa Fes-
tival before the solemnity of Holy Week sets in.  
    Details on Philippine festivals can be accessed 
through www.tourism.gov.ph.

Metro Manila Readies First Quarter Festivities
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ultimate root word “anyaya”, which means “to 
invite”; all of the resort staff are originals, having 
been with The Ananyana since its opening in 
2000; and the chef here is a stonemason! My 
curiosity officially piqued upon hearing the 
last.
    Upon entering, I sensed serenity that I 
imagine I’d feel in Bali, which I know only from 
pictures and the stories of others. The huts 
were indigenous-chic, the furniture airy, and 
the greens manicured but just a tad so. Emma 
herself has been to all the famous Southeast 
Asian beaches, Bali among them, so she 
would know all about creating a “harmonious 
ambiance”.
    The exquisite chairs and tables have their 
own humorous back-story. While renovating 
a house in nearby Cebu, Emma chanced 
upon the showroom of a furniture designer 
and was instantly amazed at what she saw. 
She immediately inquired with the man 
who toured her as to where she might find 
this genius, at which point the guide offered 
his hand to shake and introduced himself as 
Kenneth Cobonpue, design extraordinaire. 
Years later, Emma would find her shopping 
list of pieces at Kenneth’s turned into the 
designer’s own personal gift to her and The 
Ananyana – she must’ve made an impression 
with the unabashed praise.
    I put a closer inspection on hold and allowed 

myself to be ushered to the dining area. The 
menus themselves presented something else 
to be inspected with the words, “We adhere to 
original recipes and use of authentic ingredients 
to deliver a balance of unusual tastes.”
    To test those words, and ever the seafood 
monster – I make it a point to order seafood 
whenever I’m by the sea, based on a theory that 
it’ll more likely be fresher than pork, beef or 
chicken brought in – I ordered the tiger prawn 
sinigang. All I can say is, that was one huge bowl 
of steaming tamarind goodness. Kudos indeed 
to the mason-turned-chef!
 
Out and About
    I’ve found that a greatly satisfying meal is 
the best sleeping pill, and that one was no 
exception. It therefore took a lot of effort to 
steer clear of the hammocks and take a look-
see around the premises.
    There are only 12 rooms at The Ananyana, 
almost few enough to pretend one has the 
place to him/herself. I suppose that’s the point 
for honeymooners, for whom 10 of the rooms 
are intended – the other two are for families or 
groups. Each of the rooms skillfully veils the 

modern in the rustic. For instance, the shower 
floor of wooden planks hides a run-of-the-mill 
drain. Crisp white sheets engulf a queen-size 
bed of bamboo. And because there’s no need 
for TV with all there is to do outside, there isn’t 
one. After all, the tourists come for the superb 
diving and snorkeling.
    We got to peek inside Emma’s room, too, 
which overlooks the pool. Artifacts of worldly 
intrigue dotted it, but it was something else that 
demanded attention. Apparently, Emma shares 
another Kenneth Cobonpue masterpiece, her 
specious bed here that looked like a cage-cradle 
hybrid, with a certain Hollywood couple by 
the name of Brangelina – definitely not bad 
company.
    Too bad I had to take the brochures’ word 
on the diving, because there would be none of 
that for us land-lovers that day. But we refused 
to leave without at least getting my feet wet on 
the white-sand beach. It wasn’t as spotless as 
I had hoped – the seaweed was seasonal, we 
were told – and the revelry at the public beach 
next door was clearly audible, but no matter: 
the allure of this sea-sand-sky nexus could not 
be denied.
 
Out to Sea
    We would have our fix of the sea’s delights 
soon enough. Early morning on our last day 
in Bohol, we decided to take a gamble and 

go dolphin watching. It’s a gamble, locals say, 
because the dolphins don’t always make an 
appearance, especially if it’s too hot or if the sea 
is too choppy. Midway between Panglao and 
a touted “virgin island”, the water still steel-
gray at the crack of dawn, I was as increasingly 
doubtful as I was wary of the waves.
    I don’t recall the exact instant when our 
lone bangka suddenly became part of a 
swarm because the dolphins finally arrived. 
Momentarily forgetting my hydrophobia, 
I immediately sprang into action, scanning 
the waters and pointing excitedly like a kid 
whenever I spotted one. And there were a 
lot of them! Well worth the gamble to see 
the creatures in their natural habitat, I’d say, 
especially if captured on video.
    There’s never enough time to see everything 
for oneself it seems. I can only trust, then, 
that the barracudas and turtles off Balicasag 
Island and sunset at the thriving Alona Beach 
are as terrific as advertised. As for the beauty 
I’ve already seen in Panglao? Borrowing The 
Ananyana’s tagline seems appropriate: “Yes, 
it’s true.” You can take my word for it.

(opposite page) Sleek huts populate the native-inspired Ananyana; herbal-themed treatments are available at the 
resort spa (clockwise above) Island amenities: outdoor artifacts, a shower with a view, a designer lounge chair, 
and the turquoise resort pool; (top right) The Brangelina bed in Emma’s room, a night in which can be arranged
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Like several nations around the world, Indonesia commemorates the men and 
women behind its security – the Indonesian National Armed Forces or Tentara Na-
sional Indonesia (TNI). The day is called Hari Tentara Nasional Indonesia, which 

locally was celebrated at the Makati Shangri-La in an event fit for any sultan. A friendly at-
mosphere pervaded the night, among a selection of fine Indonesian dishes and the mer-
riment of the crowd, several of whom were similarly military, naval and other like offic-
ers from different embassies and the Philippines’ own as well. They congratulated their 
counterparts and enjoyed the greatly deserved reverie for their days of daunting tasks.

As the armed forces of the fourth most populous country globally, the TNI is composed of 
more than 400,000 personnel spanning the Army, Navy, Marine Corps and Air Force. The army 
is the largest contributing service branch, which is also the origin of the TNI, formed during the 
Indonesian National Revolution in 1945. By 1998 however, after the fall of Suharto, the military 
underwent reformation. To date, the Indonesian Armed Forces have been involved in numerous 
United Nations peacekeeping missions.

A Salute to the Forces
Text and photos by ELGA D. REYES

Philippine Coast Guard’s LCDR Angel Viliran and LTJG Alberto Ferre

Parida Damanik, Anita Tgahjono and Mila Krisn Kuni Monetomo and Luis Arriola

Singaporean Embassy’s First Secretary Alexander 
Lim and Indonesian Embassy’s Third Secretary Hadi 
Tjahjono

Cora Maningding, Michelle Micialo and Cecil Yoma

Villamor Air Base’s LTC Adel Lebin and National De-
fense College of the Philippines’ Marlyn Manicsic

Fountain International School’s Cihangir Arslan, Boral 
Aslan and Tamer Baydogan

On the occasion of the 87th anniversary proclamation of the Republic of Tur-
key, Turkish Ambassador Hatice Pinak Isik paid tribute to its founder and 
first president, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. Atatürk’s courage, vision and leader-

ship served as the key to the establishment of the modern, democratic and secular state.
    Turkey, which is located both in Europe and Asia, has approximately 77 million inhabitants. It 
has the 17th largest economy in the world, which continues to enjoy upward growth. The country 
also has always had a peaceful, realistic, consistent foreign policy guided by the principle “Peace 
in the Home, Peace in the World”.  
    Amb. Isik highlighted the shared ideals and values of Turkey and the Philippines such as 
democracy, free market economy, peace, security and progress. High-level visits between the 
two countries in the past have served as cornerstones of the countries’ bilateral relations. Last 
year, Turkey and the Philippines celebrated 60 years of diplomatic relations.  
    The celebration turned festive as Amb. Isik gave a toast to the growing friendship between the 
two countries. Guests at the event definitely enjoyed being transported to the Mediterranean 
country for the night as they relished feasting on local Turkish delicacies and dishes.

Turkey Pays Tribute
Text and photos by ASTRA C. ALEGRE

Turkish Ambassador Hatice Isik welcomes guests to the Turkish National Day

Greek Amb. Polyxeni Stefanido and Vice  Admiral (Ret.) 
Konstantinos Kanavariotis

Beliz Crook, Ali Gokgelik, Jonathan Crook and Siddik 
Tetik

Meilianna Abaalkhail and Eylene Althuya

Ana Pamintuan and Fortune Ledesma Atty. Cheryl Ontalan and Marfee Dizon

Tessi Luz, Mexican Amb. Tomas Unna and Princess 
Monjierri Desini

Ismail Zaini, Atty Jose Luis Bantog and Atty Juan J. Chua

Consul Evie Costa, Consul Melie Ablaza and Bangladesh 
Amb. Majeda Rafiqun Nessa
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The year of long weekends is over.
    Barring any sudden announcements 
of newly created holidays, the BPO 

industry in particular welcomed the issuance 
by President Aquino of Proclamation No. 84, 
which did away with the past administration’s 
practice of creating long weekends by moving 
all holidays to the nearest Monday.
    “The industry welcomes this announcement 
and sees it as beneficial to both employees and 
employers. Work can be scheduled to prepare 
for these holidays,” said Business Processing 
Association of the Philippines executive direc-
tor for talent development Penny Bongato.
    The number of declared public holidays has 
been cut to 16 from 2010’s 17. But last year saw 
holidays declared for the national elections in 
May and barangay and SK elections in Octo-
ber. A special working holiday also commemo-
rated the founding anniversary of the Iglesia ni 
Cristo sect in July.
    In 2009, non-working holidays were also 
observed for the burial of former Pres. Cory 
Aquino in August and Iglesia ni Cristo execu-
tive minister Eraño ‘Ka Erdy’ Manalo in Sep-
tember.
    The business sector, particularly several for-
eign chambers of commerce, had earlier said 
the number of public holidays in the Philip-
pines was bad for investment.
    In addition to the number of holidays – said 
to be more than those in by the Philippines’ 
Southeast Asian neighbors – businessmen 

had previously complained about their sud-
den announcement, which they say had led to 
increased costs and disrupted work.
 
Cost of Celebration
    Operating costs for business traditionally 
spike during the Christmas and New Year 
stretch due to the need to pay premium during 
holidays and added expenses for holiday-relat-
ed activities such as parties and CSR projects. 
But for BPOs, attendance is a crucial concern.
    “For some accounts, leaves are not allowed 
to be taken during the holidays. These are true 
particularly for retail-related accounts. This is 
announced early in the year and agreed upon 
with the employee,” says Bongato.
    Those that allow leaves have thresholds for 
their agent population. Some agents also see 
the premium rate as an incentive to work 
through the holidays.
    “Some companies, I heard, even allow some 
family members to join [employees] for din-
ner” on Christmas Eve or New Year’s Eve at the 
office, relates Bongato.
    Though the next holiday season is still a year 
away, she already had advice for BPO execu-
tives and management: make your presence 
felt and greetings heard during holidays, by 
“walking the floor” and through special gim-
micks like games and food.
    “If it were you having to work at this season 
of the year, how would you like management to 
treat you?” she added.

BPOs Welcome 2011 
Holiday Announcement
By JAHZEEL ABIHAIL G. CRUZ

It’s no easy thing to change your 
company’s business name, especially 
when it has been around for quite a time.
    Why so? Two factors pose difficulties, 
and these are customer familiarity and 
the attendant legal hassles.
    There is the example of the then popular 
Banco de Oro that came upon the 
financial scene in comparatively recent 
times but which quickly outshone many 
of the established banks. It became so 
prosperous that from a savings bank it 
became a universal one, later acquiring 
majority stocks in at least two other 
banks. Eventually, thinking to represent 
its current status as a merger with other 
counterparts, it modified its name to 
BDO. To this day, people still identify 
it as Banco de Oro, with the acronym 
BDO remaining outside their mental 
repertoire.
    As an opposite example, take the 
case of the Bank of the Philippine 
Islands. Established two centuries ago 
as Banco de las Islas Filipinas, it simply 
translated its name to English after 
the American takeover from Spain of 
the then colony. Shortly after the July 
4, 1946 Independence, when local 
patriotic emotions were running high, 
some pundits asseverated that the 
official name of the country ought to 
be Philippines instead of Philippine 
Islands. Soon, government and private 
stationeries were being discarded for 
the printing of new ones sans the proper 
noun “Philippine Islands”. And school 

children were ordered never to use the 
name again as if it now contained some 
potent venom that could untimely take 
them to the hereafter.
    But the aforementioned bank decided 
to stick to its name that had the tabooed 
phrase. Wisely done. Neither the populace 
nor history stood to be confused. And it 
escaped the incommodious legal tussles.
    Taking examples to a farther realm, 
changing names of streets is as bad for 
business as it is for citizens and foreigners 
alike. A new arrival to the country had 
urgent business to transact at an address 
in Gil Puyat Avenue. His chauffeur, 
a long-time jeepney driver, took him 
north to Puyat Street in Quiapo, Manila 
rather than south to Gil Puyat Avenue 
in Makati, Metro Manila. All foreigners 
should be warned that the old name 
“Buendia” remains the perpetual name 
of Puyat Avenue in Makati in the minds 
of Filipinos.
    The same transmogrification happened 
to Mendiola Street leading to Malacañang 
Palace in Manila and to Pasong Tamo 
Street in Makati. Both had been renamed 
Chino Roces Avenue. Long years have 
passed by but the Filipinos remain loyal 
to Mendiola and Pasong Tamo. There 
is another “Roces” Avenue in Quezon 
City, and perhaps it was also named after 
Chino. But I don’t wish to compound the 
confusion. Suffice it to warn foreigners 
that all drivers in the Philippines, be 
they manning public or private vehicles, 
profess fealty to old street names.

Changing Your Company’s Business Name?

Dr. Manuel Cacdac, founder and chair-
man of the Hydrocephalus Founda-
tion of the Philippines, has been hon-

ored as an outstanding Filipino expatriate.  
The recognition comes from the Bank of the 
Philippine Islands which cited the achieve-
ments of the Filipino physician who has been 
based in Terre Haute, Indiana since 1975. 

Dr. Cacdac regularly comes to the 
Philippines, organizing and overseeing surgical 
missions, procuring supplies and asking 
for donations here and abroad for the said 
missions. The surgical team usually  performs 
300 to 500 surgeries each trip. Dr. Cacdac 
and his team have performed surgeries across 

the Philippines, the comparatively recent 
ones being in Calbayog, Catbalogan, Baguio, 
Vigan and Kalibo. The beneficiaries are mainly 
children from poor families that cannot afford 
a trip to Manila, much less pay for the surgery. 

At present, Dr. Cacdac is an attending 
neurosurgeon at the Terre Haute Regional 
Hospital and the Union Hospital in Indiana. 
He was given an award of recognition in 2004 
by the state governor for his commitment to 
making Indiana a better place to live and raise 
a family.

“I hope I have many more years to continue  
helping poor Filipinos,” the neurosurgeon 
said.

Fil-American  Physician Honored
By CARMENCITA H. ACOSTA
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Bannering the theme “One Beat, One 
Dance, One Vision”, this year’s Sinu-
log will be Chinese-themed due to the 

far-reaching influences of the Chinese on the 
locals, according to the local organizing group.
    Serving as the festival’s ultimate highlight 
was the Grand Parade on Sunday, January 16, 
2011, where dozens of floats, dance contin-
gents, higantes and bands strutted through the 
city’s main thoroughfares.
    “We expect the same number of dance con-
tingents to perform this year at 44. Of these, 12 
to 15 may be from out of town,” Ricky Balles-
teros, executive director of the Sinulog Foun-
dation, had earlier said.
     All these are rendered in honor of the Señor 
Santo Niño, the Miraculous Image of the Child 
Jesus and Cebu’s patron saint. Mayor Michael 
Rama indeed credited the city’s growth to de-
votion, the unity and hospitality of the people, 
and the rise of more infrastructure and hotels, 
and the fruitful public-private partnership.
    He cited the case of the Cebu Contractors 
Association, which had built nearly 10,000 
bleachers for free just to afford a better view of 
the Sinulog from the city streets. 
     “Cebu is also experiencing a more compre-
hensive boom due to the rise in services, busi-
ness process outsourcing firms, housing, and 
tourism,” Rama added.
    Several meetings had also been held with the 
police forces and several security agencies to 
minimize the risks against possible acts of mis-
behavior and violence.
 
No Room at the Inn?  
    Nearly all of the city’s accommodation es-
tablishments had been booked solid by out-of-
towners in the days prior to the parade. Several 
new establishments have risen in the past sev-
eral months to cope with the room shortage 
in the city.
    Some complaints had also arisen over so-

called “Sinulog rates” policy imposed by nearly 
all hotels, where customers were required to 
make down payments of anywhere from 50 
to 250 percent over the normal rates. This was 
due to the huge scarcity of rooms, especially 
along the Sinulog route traversing Osmeña 
Boulevard and General Maxilom Avenue.
    Latecomers were advised to check in at the 
resorts on Mactan Island, 20 kilometers from 
the city, or undergo a check-up at any of the 
three posh hospitals a block or two from the 
main Sinulog route to avail of a hospital room 
for a day or two.
 
Festival Components
    Aside from the Grand Parade, other activi-
ties and events scattered in and around the city 
added color to the month-long celebration.
    Wednesday, January 12, witnessed the coro-
nation of Ms. Cebu at the Waterfront Cebu 
City Hotel and Casino. Another beauty con-
test, the Sinulog Festival Queen, was held on 
Friday, January 14 at the Cebu City Sports 
Center.
    Prior to the Festival Queen, the annual Metro 
Cebu Popular Music Festival took place at the 
Cebu Coliseum on the same day.
    Thursday, January 13, saw a welcome party 
for balikbayans at the Ayala Center Cebu, fol-
lowed by “Handumanan: The Concert” hon-
oring them.
    Two processions took place on Saturday, Jan-
uary 15. A Fluvial Procession of the Sto. Nino 
Image took off at 6 a.m. at the St. Joseph Par-
ish Church in Mandaue City and proceeded 
to an island in Lapu-Lapu City, while the 1:30 
p.m. Solemn Procession traveled a 6-kilometer 
route from the Sto. Nino Basilica in the down-
town area all the way to the uptown area and 
back to the church.
    Nightly cultural shows, singing competi-
tions, and concerts with live bands all shook 
the metro at the Fuente Osmeña circle. Photo 
exhibits will also be rotated at the SM, Ayala 
Center and E-mall shopping centers.

agencies concerned with public works and 
with local governments. While lauding the ini-
tiative to ensure that water bodies in the major 
urban centers are restored, the WWF says that 
it would take a long time (a decade or more) to 
see results of these drives.
    Tan also touched on the tricky subject of 
the DENR engaging in public-private part-
nerships with its different programs, saying, 
"Things have changed. The private sector is 
part of the solution – or they are part of the 
problem itself."

See-nulog, Scene-ulog 
Fever Heats Up Cebu
By RICHARD A. RAMOS

Expat OnlineExpat Online

workers who can pass as tourists. “In most 
cases, single mothers or separated housewives 
are the most vulnerable recruits.”
    “We work closely with the other government 
agencies such as the DFA (Department of For-
eign Affairs) in our efforts to address this issue 
of illegal drug trafficking involving Filipinos 
abroad,” Ladip remarked. The main task of the 
Task Force Drug Courier, which taps and en-
gages key sectors, is to deter and prevent Fili-
pinos from being victimized and recruited as 
international drug couriers.
    “We have a commitment to engage in interna-
tional coordination to address issues that are 
international,” says Ladip. Interview question-
naires have been deployed to all DFA posts to 
provide critical information for a campaign on 
courier and drug issues.
    “One of the most important strategies is to 
engage all sectors of society, especially the 
public, particularly for information dissemina-
tion. This involves constant advocacy, raising 
awareness and educating the public, directly 
conducting operations against both local and 
international syndicates. This also entails in-
formation sharing and joint operations among 
our counterparts in the region.
    He added, “Because of our limited funds, our 
contribution has mostly been in terms of shar-
ing information. But last year, we showed that 
we are also capable of launching international 
operations.”
    In a US agency report, the Philippine govern-
ment was cited “for making anti-narcotics law 
enforcement one of its top priorities, with law 
enforcement agencies such as PDEA, Philip-
pine National Police, National Bureau of In-
vestigation, and Bureau of Customs actively 
pursuing counter-narcotics enforcement op-
erations.” 

The same report stated that “Washington 
plans to continue working with the Philippine 
government in the training of anti-narcotics 
personnel, intelligence-gathering and infra-
structure development.”

More OFWs Used as 
Drug Mules – PDEA
… from page 1

2010 a Good Start for 
Environmentalism in 
PHL… from page 1

Floods across Australia’s northeastern 
state of Queensland have caused sig-
nificant loss of life and massive damage 

to property. There is a serious risk of further 
flooding over the period of January 12 to 13.
    Australia’s state and federal emergency 
services are working hard to provide relief to 

flood-affected communities. While we have no 
specific information on the number of Filipinos 
affected by the floods, we would advise any 
Philippine nationals in the flood-affected 
areas to monitor the local media and follow 
instructions of Queensland authorities.
    As the Philippines suffers widespread 

flooding across southern Luzon, eastern 
Visayas and northern Mindanao, Australia 
extends its heartfelt sympathies to victims of 
those floods, as well as to those who have had 
to evacuate their homes.

Early estimates from four municipali-
ties in Northern Samar in the Visayas 
peg damages to rice fields due to the 

recent spate of torrential rain at PHP 50.2 
million. Provincial agriculture officials re-
ported an additional PHP 644,800 in dam-
age to root crops, vegetables and fisheries.
    The rains have also left approximately PHP 87 
million in damage to various farm-to-market 
roads in the province, as well as PHP 34 mil-
lion in damage to government buildings and 

infrastructure.
    In the town of San Roque, six barangays re-
main underwater, as does 80 percent of the 
Catubig district in the capital of Catarman.. 
Where possible, residents have begun return-
ing to their homes from evacuation centers as 
the rains let off.
    Flights to and from Catarman have also only 
recently returned, after three days of cancella-
tions. Electricity had also previously been out 
in the entire province for a three-day stretch.

    According to Raquel Arnaiz, a local radio an-
nouncer, the provincial government has start-
ed distributing 1,000 sacks of rice to affected 
families. The Waray party-list has chipped in an 
additional 250 sacks and some medicines.
    The rains have been pouring all across the 
eastern Philippines since November last year.

If you wish to help, you may forward dona-
tions in kind to us at Expat at our office address. 
We will forward them to local NGOs. Any help 
will be much appreciated. 

Floods Wreak Havoc in Samar By JAHZEEL ABIHAIL G. CRUZ
Photos by ARNEL M. de SILVA

Australian Embassy Statement on Floods

(left to right) 
Parts of 
Catarman 
remain 
flooded after 
the heavy 
rains; A 
portion of 
a national 
road in 
Catarman 
damaged by 
landslides
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The UK has committed to contin-
ued support on free trade agree-
ment (FTA) initiatives in Southeast 

Asia and the Mindanao peace process, ac-
cording to its top foreign affairs official.
    “As an important emerging market in what is 
probably the most important region of the fu-
ture, the Philippines will definitely be a major 
par of that change. We look forward to estab-
lishing ever closer ties between our two coun-
tries,” said British Permanent Under-Secretary 
of State Simon Fraser, who was recently in Ma-
nila on a three-country tour.
    Fraser, who heads the British Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office, added that while the 
UK is “keen” on pursuing an EU-ASEAN FTA, 
current focus here is on the Partnership and 
Cooperation Agreement (PCA) between the 
EU and the Philippines.
    “We’re looking at sometime in the spring” for 
its ratification with all EU member states, said 
British Ambassador Stephen Lillie who was on 
hand to present Fraser to the press. The PCA is 
to lay down a broader framework of the bilat-
eral relationship outside of trade.
    Fraser said he had additionally met earlier 
with Philippine Finance Secretary Cesar Puri-
sima on possible public-private partnership 
projects, and with Foreign Affairs Undersec-
retary Antonio Rodriguez to discuss regional 
economy issues.
    On the Mindanao peace process, Fraser said 
the UK would continue extending support as 

a member of the International Contact Group 
fostering the negotiations.
    He added that the UK’s experience in resolv-
ing political differences with Northern Ireland 
could aid in the resumption of talks.
 
Immigration Cap
    Fraser said the cap on immigrants to UK be-
ginning April this year does not preclude any 
of the commitments of support earlier stated.
    “It is true that we remain eager to attract, but 
at the same time, we have to take into account 
[how best to] balance interests,” he said.
    The new policy limits non-EU nationals en-
tering the UK for work affects highly skilled 
and skilled workers to 21,700 per year, with 
some exceptions. Possible impacts on Filipi-
nos in particular are still being considered, ac-
cording to Amb. Lillie.
    Fraser parried queries about the declaration of 
travel advisories, saying the same are issued to 
UK citizens in relation to other countries and 
are discretionary. In November, the Philippine 
Department of Foreign Affairs said it had sent 
notes verbale to embassies of several countries, 
including the UK, requesting for information 
sharing on perceived threats.

Fraser heads the British diplomatic serv-
ice and is the highest ranking official in the UK 
Foreign and Commonwealth office. He works 
in parallel to the British Foreign Secretary.
    This was Fraser’s first trip to Manila. He had 
stopped at Guangzhou, China prior his visit 
here, then set off to Tokyo, Japan afterward.

Fraser Visit Seen to 
Boost Phil-UK Ties
By JAHZEEL ABIHAIL G. CRUZBy JAHZEEL ABIHAIL G. CRUZ      Photo by CHRISTIAN ANGELO PABLO

German businessmen warned of lost 
investment opportunities should 
the legal battle surrounding Ter-

minal 3 of the Ninoy Aquino International 
Airport (NAIA 3) continue to draw out.
    “The timeframe of a legal decision is not clear. 
However, a fast and fair decision is important 
in order to convince new investors and not to 
scare off existing ones,” German-Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Inc. 
(GPCCI) president Klaus Schröder told Ex-
pat Newspaper.
    He added that other Asian countries compete 
for the same investors, German or otherwise, 
that “invest in perfect references”.
    In a press statement earlier this month, Ger-
man Ambassador to the Philippines Christian-
Ludwig Weber-Lortsch said his government 
had “suffered the biggest loss of its kind” with 
transport company Fraport AG’s involvement 
in building NAIA 3.
    The build-operate-transfer agreement be-
tween project contractor Phiippine Interna-
tional Air Terminals Co., Inc. (PIATCO), in 
which Fraport AG invested, and the Philip-
pine government had provided for the former 
to operate the airport several years after con-
struction. In 2004, the Philippine Supreme 
Court nullified the subsequent buyout of 
Fraport AG by the Philippine government for 
alleged anomalies.
    The government proceeded to take over op-
erations at NAIA 3 upon payment to PIATCO 
of around PHP 3 billion (USD 63 million) 
as per a Supreme Court order; Fraport AG 
had initially invested USD 400 million in the 
project. Both PIATCO and Fraport AG have 
since sought international arbitration on the 
matter, the latter with the International Center 
for Settlement of Investment Disputes (IC-
SID) in Washington, D.C.

    After previously dismissing the company’s 
claims in 2007, the ICSID reinstated Fraport 
AG’s right to file an arbitration case last De-
cember 23. PIATCO, which had gone to the 
International Chamber of Commerce-Inter-
national Court of Arbitration in Singapore for 
relief, lost its arbitration case there last year.
    Began in 1994 and originally slated to open 
in 2002, NAIA 3 began partial operations in 
2008.
 
“Ugly Business Card”
    Another German businessman, Lufthansa 
Technik Philippines CEO Bernhard Krueger-
Sprengel, likened the rundown Terminal 1 of 
NAIA, which currently receives international 
flights, to an ugly business card.
    “NAIA 3 is the country’s only terminal of 
international standards. Nowadays, visitors ar-
rive in NAIA 1 and they immediately see the 
level of infrastructure. It’s like a business card 
that’s looking a bit ugly,” he said.
    Krueger-Sprengel, also GPCCI vice chair, 
added that the dispute has stalled the creation 
of a terminal worthy of first impressions from 
international visitors.
    “Assuming these people see Terminal 3 and 
ask the question, “Why do we land in Terminal 
1 and not 3?” and then you explain to them the 
five- to six-year story of legal disputes, then the 
second impression is, you have trouble in the 
Philippines and there is no chance to resolve it 
fast,” he said.
    In his statement, Amb. Weber-Lortsch ex-
pressed optimism that an amicable solution 
might be reached in line with the current ad-
ministration’s investment priorities.
    “The organizations that are suffering are those 
that intend to invest in the Philippines,” added 
Krueger-Sprengel.

Germans Fear Losses 
via NAIA 3 Dispute

Despite the spate of negative travel 
advisories on the Philippines, the 
number of foreigners who entered 

the country last year soared to more than 
3.4 million, up by almost 20 percent com-
pared to those who arrived in 2009, ac-
cording to the Bureau of Immigration (BI).
    Immigration officer-in-charge Ronaldo 
Ledesma said foreigner arrivals totaled 
3,451,668 in 2010, or 19.5 percent higher than 
the 2,887,303 who came to the country in 
the previous year. Ledesma said the negative 
advisories by foreign governments warning 
their citizens against going to the Philippines 
did not have any impact at all.
    International traveler arrivals even peaked 
during the last quarter of the year, when most 
of the advisories were issued due to alleged 
threats of terror attacks in the country, he 
said.
BI records showed that from 188,028 foreign 
visitor arrivals last September, the number 
increased steadily to 204,779 in October, 
218,482 in November and 265,651 in 
December.

    “These numbers send a very clear message that 
the confidence of the international community 
in the Philippines and the government of 
President Aquino is very strong,” Ledesma 
said. “No amount of alleged or perceived terror 
threats can shake or erode that confidence.”
Ledesma noted that the BI statistics are 
consistent with the tourism department’s 
target of 3.3 million tourist arrivals in 2010. The 
number pertains to all international travelers, 
including tourists, investors, expatriates, 
students, and balikbayans who acquired 
foreign citizenship.
    BI immigration regulation division chief 
Alberto Braganza said that of the 3.4 million 
foreigners who came last year, about 80 
percent or 2.7 million arrived at the Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport, while the rest 
were admitted in other ports such as Mactan, 
Clark and Davao.
    Braganza added that 3.47 million Filipinos 
also arrived from abroad last year, 12 percent 
higher than the 3.1 million who returned in 
2009.

Foreign Arrivals Hit 3.4M in 2010
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They may have been gen-
erations apart, but music 
legends Frank Sinatra and 

Jay-Z have left us with anthems 
about the lore of the Big Apple that 
will forever be etched in history. The 
bright lights and unmistakable aura 
of the concrete jungle that is New 
York City is legendary as it is power-
ful. And as iconic as Times Square, 
Madison Square Garden and the 
Yankees are, the city is also synony-
mous with one more thing: its pizza.

While there are a multitude of 
pizzerias across the globe that claim 
to serve New York pizza, the reality is 
that there are very few that actually de-
liver. New York Pizza Palace (NYPP) 
at A.Venue Mall, Makati contends to 
have done just that.

NYPP CEO and New York native 
Eric Orland says that New York is more 
known for its pizza product than any 
other city in the US. And while every 
US city has pizzerias claiming to serve 
authentic NY pizza, Eric says it's very 
difficult to capture that authenticity, 
even stating "that most pizzerias fail 
miserably" in that regard. He adds, 
"New York pizza is typically not too 
thick or thin. It is crispy yet chewy 
and is normally offered by the slice 
or whole pie from what is at least an 
18-inch pizza. The overall taste and 
texture will be apparently clear when 
sampling NYPP's pizza versus that of 
our competitors."

To achieve this, NYPP had the 
help of two renowned chefs. Ini-
tially, well-known US chef Kevin 
O'Connell flew in from New York to 
assist in defining the menu and creat-
ing the company's recipes. Later on, 
the pizza joint consulted with two-
time Filipino Chef of the Year Carlo 
Miguel to help modify its menu and 
meet its local taste objectives.

I was able to experience the NYPP 
palate at its recent launch, and I must 
admit it was different from what I was 
accustomed to. And though I haven't 
been fortunate enough to have frol-
icked in the streets of New York, it 
doesn't take a US visa to recognize excellent 
pizza (and downright amazing panzerotti or 
turnovers at that).

Apart from the menu, NYPP aims to pro-
vide the total "NY experience", and this is 
where interior stylings come into play. Shares 
Eric, "Our objective was to create the only true 
concept restaurant in the QSR (quick service 
restaurant) category. We tried to bring as many 
NY elements into the store without being too 

cluttered."
From the floors, which are cobblestone 

and feature NY manhole covers, to the LCDs 
and LEDs that mimic Times Square, to the 
three big screens that provide live footage of 
NY, to the spectacle of tossed pizza dough, eve-
rything exudes of the big city. Not everyone 
will get to experience the phenomenon that is 
New York City, but apparently NYPP has al-
lowed for anyone in this metro to at least have 
a slice (or more).

It’s hard to be made aware of one’s 
error. Not unless the means is through 
a barrage of huge, bulging sandwich-

es, then by all means, correct me anytime.
    The crime is this: Filipinos have been ac-
customed to thinking that delis are shops that 
sell cold cuts, sausages and anything gourmet. 
Truthfully, they are. Originating from Germa-
ny, the word “delicatessen” means delicacies. 
But – and this is loaded (pun intended) – delis 
(the short, informal version of the word) have 
also come to refer to sandwich hubs, especially 
in the US. This is what word sheriff and sand-
wich aficionado Marco Alcantara wants to play 
at in Chuck’s Deli.
    Located in a small pocket of the Serendra 
driveway, this is a dream come true of sorts for 
Marco. Having grown up in the States, he felt 
that sandwiches here are, well, too bite-size for 
his taste. Good thing he’s familiar with the res-
taurant business, being the owner of quiz night 
staple 121 Grille and Bar.
    The name is simply to follow the American af-
fair of the laidback deli. It even encourages the 
diner to act like one – say what’s on your mind. 
Filipinos, admittedly, can be quite meek, so 
when you ask perhaps for the English Sausage 
subwich, you can instead tell the waiter, “No 
mayo, hold the cucumber, and Chuck it up 
please!” The last pertains to the option of up-
grading chips to double fried fries plus getting 
a soda. You can also mention you want to relax 
on the Chuck’s sauce, a house mixture of garlic 
and hot sauce. If I were you though, add more. 
Trust me, it’s delish.
    Sandwich 101 begins with looking at the 
chalkboard of bread belly-buster varieties: 
slabwiches, flatwiches, subwiches and burg-
ers. The first are the main kind, which like the 
rest use the deli’s own fantastic bread. Some of 

the half-kilo slabwiches sampled are: Jessica’s 
Melt(down), made of tuna; Reuben, their take 
on a classic with Angus corned beef, Swiss 
cheese, sauerkraut and mustard; California 
Wacky, a twist to the maki and the standout to 
all these superb standouts since the kani and 
mango eases into lightness, a contrast to the 
whammy of big and meaty; and The Buffy, a 
mighty portion of buffalo chicken, garlic sauce 
and coleslaw. The last is sweat-inducing hot! 
And, should you gobble it up in five minutes, 
you earn another sandwich, a shirt and a spot 
on their Wall of Fame – or as they also say, 
Shame.
    To bring it all down, I sip that carabao milk-
shake too, chocolate. You meanwhile can be 
a tough Chuck, down a beer or some house 
wine. For the next, next time, once they have 
salads, I’ll get that, to be healthy. Because, there 
will always be another visit, for this is the les-
son you don’t want to learn in one go.

JANUARY 16 - 29, 2011

The Deli Miseducation, 
Abated By ELGA D. REYES

A Slice of New York
By TIMOTHY JAY IBAY

Community table (top) and NYPP spicy shrimp

Reuben Slabwich (top) and  Potato Chips
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Jim Wesberry is a certified fraud examin-
er (CFE). The title that goes with the job 
may be a stumper to non-Americans, but 

back there it is easily recognized as a profes-
sion. One studies to be a CFE much like one 
burns the midnight oil to become a certified 
public accountant (which Wesberry also is).
    He is 75 and still on the go. When he reached 
the mandatory age for retirement, he overcame 
the reality by setting up his own accountancy 
firm and anti-fraud agency. So now, he still 
travels around the globe identifying pockets 
of graft and corruption in governments, just 
like during his heydays. He speaks fluent Span-
ish, having exercised his profession, mostly for 
USAID, in several Latin American countries. 
He married a Peruvian and lists Ecuador as his 
permanent residence.
    Now he is here in Manila, as chief of a USAID 
project on anti-corruption, officially known as 
the Philippine Integrity Project. He believes 
in the sincerity of President Benigno Aquino’s 
determination to weed out graft and corrup-
tion in government, but observes that not one 
man can do the task alone. It most assuredly 
needs the united efforts of the citizenry. The 
situation in the Philippines is hardly different 
from those in Latin America and perhaps the 
rest of the world, according to him. 
 
Honor, Integrity
    Having been engaged in the fight against fraud 
for approximately half a century, Wesberry 
is an expert on the ins and outs of the matter. 
When he speaks, one is assured of hearing 
experiential expositions and not simply theo-
retical ones. He has been doing the rounds of 
the University belt in Manila, speaking to pro-
fessors and the youth about how they should 
value honor and integrity, two concepts that 

are fast fading into oblivion. “Acts and actions 
formerly considered despicable now are wel-
comed by the media and give the actor glory 
by achieving ‘15 minutes of fame’ with little 
or no risk of disrepute,” the American expert 
laments. “Integrity and honor are no longer 
such shining and inspiring goals as they once 
were. Corruption and dishonor likewise are no 
longer such evil vices as they were once con-

sidered.”
    His most stunning premise is that the demo-
cratic system has failed. Democracy was good 
copy during the time of Thomas Jefferson, who 
penned the US Constitution. The newborn na-
tion was composed of patriotic stalwarts de-
termined to make a go of it. They understood 
what their neophyte country was up against 
and realized that only good governance could 

make it survive through history.
    The democratic system was adopted by a great 
number of other nations, but in the course of 
time it degenerated into something else. Greed 
and pride took over in the corridors of power, 
abetted – unwittingly perhaps – by a populace 
steeped in poverty and ignorance. Hence, the 
rise of kleptocracy.
 
Kleptocracy
    Kleptocracy is nothing else but a system of 
governance masquerading as democracy. In 
this scenario, honor and integrity are no long-
er a factor. Shame is kicked to the background 
and dishonorable actions are flaunted about. 
Virtue is ignored and vice is even glorified. 
Graft and corruption become a lifestyle for 
those who govern and a sense of outrage be-
comes inexistent in those who are governed. 
Bribing and receiving bribes are done with im-
punity, as with so many other violations and 
circumventions of the law.
    Wesberry says that the concept of honor seems 
to be no longer understood today, consider-
ing that dishonorable actions are shamelessly 
committed openly and even flaunted about 
by the perpetrators. “Honor is an endangered 
word…a devalued verbal currency…It is no 
longer always a disgrace, blemish or stigma 
to be corrupt, dishonest or dishonorable,” ac-
cording to the expert.
    “It is not only individuals and governments 
that have become more corrupt, it is whole 
societies,” Wesberry states. “Many people are 
very concerned about environmental con-
tamination. Others are worried about global 
warming. These have become symbols of the 
need for social responsibility on the part of 
corporations and governments. But today the 
pollution of the human character is a far worse 
danger than environmental contamination or 
global warming.”

What began as the self-explana-
tory Welcome Strangers Club of 
the Philippines in 1952 is now 

the Philippine International Friendship 
Organization, Inc., (PIFO), a non-profit 
organization long dedicated to helping for-
eign students assimilate in the Philippines. 
Among the most well adjusted and thriv-
ing: Theology student Wayne Allain Brady 
Ramschie of the Adventist University of the 
Philippines, one of PIFO’s Three Most Out-
standing International Students of the Philip-
pines in 2010. Expat caught up with Wayne, 
only the fifth Indonesian awarded in 41 
years of the annual search, to ask what keeps 
him studious and sane away from home:
 
Congratulations on your win! You must be 
very happy.
    Yes, but I told all the nominees that every one 
of us is a winner. I didn’t see the PIFO search 
as a competition but more for making friends 
and building a good relationship with other 
nominees.
 
What prompted you to study abroad? What 
drew you to the Philippines, and to AUP in 

particular?
    It was 2006 when my dad had a 
chance to take a Ph.D. in Education 
in the Philippines, so he asked me to 
come over to study after I finished 
high school. The problem was, what 
university would I attend? Some of 
the alumnae from my high school 
encouraged me to study in AUP be-
cause of the international environ-
ment, and it was exactly true. I chose 
AUP also because of my dream to 
become a minister for Christ.
 
So you’re really into theology. 
What about it interests you?
    I chose that course because I want 

to serve our God more each day. Through this 
subject, I can get closer with people to show 
them that God still loves us though we may 
have failed Him every day.
 
Isn’t it a challenge, though, to practice what 
you preach?
    The most challenging aspect is to “walk what 
we talk”. To become a theologian and to be a 
pastor, people will look at us as role models and 
good examples. I am not saying that we must 
be purely perfect, but our spiritual life must 
become better every day to face the uncertain 
future.
 
How would you describe yourself as a stu-
dent? 
    A hard worker, cheerful, and warm to every-
one. Those three I can say about myself, even 
my friends agree on it.
 
And has there been one particular class so 
far that you've thoroughly enjoyed?
    I enjoyed the Philippine Literature class, be-
cause I had a lot of fun with a very kind, funny 
and smart teacher by the name Sir Sherwin 

Fiedacan. I also love the Filipino classes, I 
learned a lot from them.
 
Sounds like you’re learning a lot about the 
Philippines. How different is it here from 
back home in Indonesia? 
    The Philippines is so much alike with my 
country except the food. Back home we eat 
very spicy food in my town. Here the people 
were influenced by the Spanish because of the 
colonialism. But I love Bicol express!
 
And you’ve been around the country we 
hear. Made many friends we presume?
    I have visited so many places for mission-
ary work. I also went to some places with my 

former choir doing concerts in the Philip-
pines and abroad, so of course I have a lot of 
Filipino friends. In campus, they even talk to 
me in Tagalog and they expect me to reply also 
in Tagalog. So I have fun in speaking “Taglish” 
with them. That is the good thing, to make a lot 
of friends wherever we are.
 
So what are your plans once you graduate?
    I am still waiting for the answer to my prayer. 
Either I will continue to take a Master’s degree 
in Theology or I will take a medical course. I 
have a dream also that one day I will become a 
doctor, to help people, and I want to reach that 
dream. All glory be to God alone!

Jim Wesberry: Unique Guy, Unique Job

2010 Student Standout Keeps the Faith

By CARMENCITA H. ACOSTA

By JAHZEEL ABIHAIL G. CRUZ
Photo by REUBEN ABAYA PAGADUAN

JANUARY 16 - 29, 2011



EXPAT NEWSPAPER

10 > CLASSIFIED JANUARY 16 - 29, 2011

REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE REAL ESTATE

CHURCHES

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

HOUSEHOLD

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES

DELIVERYMEDICAL DENTAL

HOUSEHOLD

GUIDE TO
ABBREVIATIONS

LPG BBQ’S FOR SALE

L P G

LOT FOR SALE

RENT/SALE
CONDOS/

TOWNHOUSES

RENT/SALE
CONDOS/

TOWNHOUSES

RENT/SALE
CONDOS/

TOWNHOUSES

RENT/SALE
CONDOS/

TOWNHOUSES

RENT/SALE
CONDOS/

TOWNHOUSES

RENT/SALE
CONDOS/

TOWNHOUSES

HOUSE & 
LOT FOR SALE

TUTORIAL/
EDUCATIONAL

Name 
Address 

Tel. No. 

Expat Brings Buyers and Sellers 
Together Every Two Weeks

C L A S S I F I ED  S E C T I O N

�e fee is Php.175 for the first three lines and Php.50 per line thereafter. 
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DUTCH
Learn the language & 

pass the MVV exam.

For inquiries (02) 898-

3718/ (0918) 2010771

UNION 
CHURCH 

OF 
MANILA

Welcomes You
INTERNATIONAL

INTERDENOMINATIONAL

EVANGELICAL

WORSHIP SERVICES:
8:30a.m. - Contemporary

10:30a.m - Traditional

12:30p.m. - Blended

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CLASSES

8:30a.m. 10:30a.m 12:30p.m.

COMMUNION
Wednesday - 12:15 pm

Ministries for Youth
Jr. & Sr. High & Int’l. 

Young Adults Rada cor. 

Legaspi St. Makati City

www.unionchurch.ph
812-6062; 812-5609

Sermons available online

MARSIFOR
Maid, Yaya, Cook, 
Driver, Office Assistant 
Well-screened & proper 
decorum with clearances 
Telephone Numbers 
439-6435, 709-0367 
DOLE PRPA LICENSE 
NUMBER: M-05-00-101
Master in Housekeeping

WAI-K AGENCY
We supply hardworking, 
reliable speak english 
housemaids, cooks,yaya, 
drivers, houseboy, care-
giver, nurse, messengers 
Start anytime with clearances
Open: Monday-Saturday 
8:00a.m.-6:00pm 
Tel: 829-1728/ 567-4311 
CP: 0928-6155468
yoly_ofw2008@yahoo.com

FOR SALE

Sending your line ad 

through fax or email 

does not guarantee its 

publication. 

Payment must be 

received every Tuesday 

prior to publication

GLORIETTA 
DENTAL CENTER 

3/F Mercury Drug 
Glorietta 3, Ayala Center 

Tel. # 840-1898; 
556-9342 Clinic hours: 

10 am to 7 pm 
LASER WHITENING

•General Dentistry
•Oral Surgery/Ortho 

Pediatric/Perio
•TMJ (Temporo Man-

dibular Joint)
•Panoramic/Ceph/Peria-

pical  X-Ray)

SPEAK TAGALOG/ 
ENGLISH
www.tagalog-tutor.com 
(recommended by 
Diplomatic Bus.
Community) 0917-4120673

Tagaytay Overlooking
2Frontage 581sqm. 5BR
6TB Autogate 5CG 25M
09175267235/ 844-1669
Direct Buyers Only

Lower Ground Floor, Legaspi Towers 100
 148 Legaspi St., Legaspi Village, Makati City
Tel Nos. (02) 812 0987, 840 2996
Fax (02) 840 2988

Date: 
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Telephone: 

Paid Php                 Cash      Check
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(Please make all cheques payable to Expat Communications, Inc.)

WITHIN METRO MANILA (by mail) 
26 Issues at Php2,000.00 (1 year subscription) 

OUTSIDE METRO MANILA (by mail) 
26 Issues at Php3,000.00 (1 year subscription)

ASIA (airmail)
26 Issues at $100.00 (1 year subscription)

U.S.A. (airmail)
26 Issues at $125.00 (1 year subscription)

Please send me:

expatexpatexpat
NEWSPAPER

OLYMPIA-SOMERSET 
Facing Peninsula Hotel. 
Great location & view! 
65m² 1BR nicely renov. 
Fullyfurn all new, parking 
817-1912/ 0917-8198991

Most recommended 
drivers, maids, yayas, 
tutor, janitor or any 
household help email: 
godknight07@gmail.com 

TOWNHOUSE
HOSTEL/HOTEL
24 Hour Airport Service. 
Near All 4 Airports 
Room Rates P300 to 
P950.00/night 
P1,800.00-P5,700.00/Week 
854-1435/854-3826
31 Bayview Dr. & Roxas Blvd.

www.hotelmanila.com

BORACAY HILLTOP 
7 LOTS P6T/ M²
168M²/P1M to 688M²/P4M 

10Min. Walk White Beach 

BORACAY 036-288-5309 

CATICLAN 1,200M² P2.4M 

Both Properties on Concrete 

Road All Access Elec, 
Tel. Cable TV, Water 
LORNA 0928-250-1275 
MANILA 02-854-1435 
bill_lorna@yahoo.com

CASA CAMILLA 
BORACAY 
Dec. 1 to May 31 Beach 
Front Studio Apartments 
w/ Kitchen P2,500/night 
4 persons P15,000/week 
www.casacamillaboracay.com
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Philippines
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www.unchiropracticmanila.com

Don’t live with pain. 

Fast, natural & effective 

relief for headaches, 

neck, shoulder, back pain, 

sciatica, pinched nerves, 

scoliosis & sports injuries.

All doctors are U.S. Board 

Certified and U.S. Licensed

DR. WALTER BRUSH
Valle Verde Country 

Club Pasig - 635-7366/
(0927) 285 - 9801

DR. KEN SISON
Yupangco Building 
2nd Floor Makati City
899-4936 (0908)557-5731

DR. HEATH MOTLEY
Physicians Tower 

533 U.N. Ave. Manila
524-7287/ 521-4962

(0908) 557-5726
DR. MALCOLM WARREN

A n g e l e s  C i t y

(  0 4 5  )  6 2 5 - 6 6 6 3 
( 0 9 1 6 )  4 7 5 - 0 3 6 5
DR. NATASHA BALBAS

DR. MALCOLM WARREN

Anita Bldg. Ground Floor 

Quezon Ave. corner Ti-

mog Ave. Quezon City 

351-6041/ 0916-6173111

BEAUTIFULLY, TOTALLY 
AND NEWLY RENOVATED, 

Apartment 180 SQ/MTS, 3-Bedrooms with 
3 Bathrooms, 1-Maid’s Room w/ Bathroom

Please Call: 894-1371-72
LOOK for Andy or Myra

DIRECT BUYERS ONLY
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ROCKWELL 
UNITS FOR RENT
Hi-End Shopping and Restaurant

Rizal Tower, Luna, 
Hidalgo, Amorsolo, 
Mananzala, Joya, 1 Rock-
well. Brandnew Units, 
Furnished or Unfurnished 
Studio 1, 2 & 3BR 
By Appointment Call/Text
359-8287/0915-2857571

3BR West of Ayala near
RCBC, Makati Med. 
515-0967, 0917-6622577 
60K 10M Nice

FOR DETAILS
www.bbq4u.webs.com 
Txt 0917-8282455

R.A. WESTERN FINANCIAL TAX MGMT.
by Manila-California Office w/ 40 yrs. experience

U.S. PERSONAL & BUSINESS TAX SERVICE
BONDED & INSURED FOR YOUR PROTECTION
Additional extension of time for taxpayers out of the 
country. You may be allowed an automatic 2-month 

extension of time to file your return by June 15 (but not 
the amount that may be due to IRS) if you are a U.S. 

citizen or resident alien living in the Philippines.

WE HAVE DEALT W/ SELF-MADE MILLIONAIRES, 
CALIFORNIA LOTTO WINNERS, PROF. GAMBLERS, 

HOLLYWOOD PERFORMING ARTISTS & 
WHISTLEBLOWERS WHO MADE MILLIONS IN U.S. DOLLARS

MANILA OFFICE
Robinsons Place Tower 2, P. Faura, Ermita Manila

(+63) 917-8381111/ (+63) 906-3309339/ (+632) 551-4897
Email: rawestern@yahoo.com.ph

EAGLE ROCK, CALIFORNIA OFFICE
(323) 258-4800/ (818) 730-7777 Fax (323) 259-5061

El Shadian
Trusted all around 
maid, yaya, lavan-
dera, caregiver, mid-
wife, houseboy, cook, 
driver, nurse, gardener, 
intl. cook, office staff & 
more 728-9834/ 728-8283

FOR RENT: THE ICON 
RESIDENCES 2BR & 
laundry area with 1 park-
ing 23H The Icon Resi-
dences, The Fort, Global 
City, Taguig. Fully Fur-
nished with telephone 
& sky cable. Inclusive 
dues. 100K/ month 
Call: Frances at 889-7514

VACATION/ RETIREMENT 

HOME OR HOME AWAY 

FROM THE CITY

Angono Rizal LA 204m², 

Fully Furnished! 8BR 

5TB & 4-Car Garage w/ 

fireplace & chimney, kitch-

en, dirty kitchen, grill area, 

garden, grotto, fishpond, 

lanai, attic & view deck. 

Overlooking Eastridge 

Golf Course. Get peace & 

quiet w/ security 5 min-

utes from Thunderbird 

Resort & Casino Rizal, 

Village Swimming Pools; 

10 minutes from Antipolo; 

1 hour drive from Ortigas. 

Owners migrating 10M 

ELMER 0927-8392742

FOR RENT 1BR CONDO 
Bare, 33G, The Bellagio 
1 Condo, Forbestown Ctr.
Bonifacio Global City, 
Taguig 35K/month. Ex-
clusive dues, elec. & H20. 
Call: Frances at 889-7514

FAST DELIVERY
2.7KG. 11KG. 50KG.
& Bulk Deliveries. 

Call: JET SET
1774 Evangelista St., 
Bangkal Makati
843-2207/ 889-0169

GOLD LUCK
SERVICE CENTER
1873-C A Linao St., Paco Manila

Repair projector type 
wide screen TV

12 inches to 60 inches

847-5601
0921-7846685
0917-5415601

Expert • Reliable • Guaranteed

Open On Sundays & Holidays

• SONY • SHARP • TOSHIBA

• GOLDSTAR • SAMSUNG

• PIONEER • PANASONIC

• SANYO •JVC • MITSUBISHI

• RCA • ZENITH • G.E. • AIWA

apt - apartment
AC - aircon
avail - available
BO - best offer
BR - bedroom
drvr - driver
f-furn - fully furnished
gdn - garden
grge - garage
hws - hot water system
incl - includes
mds. rm.- maids room
prkg. - parking
qtrs. - quarters
sty - storey
TB - toilet & bath
t-hse - townhouse
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decorum with clearances 
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We supply hardworking, 
reliable speak english 
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drivers, houseboy, care-
giver, nurse, messengers 
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ROCKWELL 
UNITS FOR RENT
Hi-End Shopping and Restaurant

Rizal Tower, Luna, 
Hidalgo, Amorsolo, 
Mananzala, Joya, 1 Rock-
well. Brandnew Units, 
Furnished or Unfurnished 
Studio 1, 2 & 3BR 
By Appointment Call/Text
359-8287/0915-2857571

3BR West of Ayala near
RCBC, Makati Med. 
515-0967, 0917-6622577 
60K 10M Nice
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by Manila-California Office w/ 40 yrs. experience

U.S. PERSONAL & BUSINESS TAX SERVICE
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Trusted all around 
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dera, caregiver, mid-
wife, houseboy, cook, 
driver, nurse, gardener, 
intl. cook, office staff & 
more 728-9834/ 728-8283

FOR RENT: THE ICON 
RESIDENCES 2BR & 
laundry area with 1 park-
ing 23H The Icon Resi-
dences, The Fort, Global 
City, Taguig. Fully Fur-
nished with telephone 
& sky cable. Inclusive 
dues. 100K/ month 
Call: Frances at 889-7514
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HOME OR HOME AWAY 

FROM THE CITY

Angono Rizal LA 204m², 
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5TB & 4-Car Garage w/ 
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en, dirty kitchen, grill area, 

garden, grotto, fishpond, 

lanai, attic & view deck. 

Overlooking Eastridge 

Golf Course. Get peace & 

quiet w/ security 5 min-

utes from Thunderbird 

Resort & Casino Rizal, 

Village Swimming Pools; 

10 minutes from Antipolo; 

1 hour drive from Ortigas. 

Owners migrating 10M 

ELMER 0927-8392742

FOR RENT 1BR CONDO 
Bare, 33G, The Bellagio 
1 Condo, Forbestown Ctr.
Bonifacio Global City, 
Taguig 35K/month. Ex-
clusive dues, elec. & H20. 
Call: Frances at 889-7514

FAST DELIVERY
2.7KG. 11KG. 50KG.
& Bulk Deliveries. 

Call: JET SET
1774 Evangelista St., 
Bangkal Makati
843-2207/ 889-0169

GOLD LUCK
SERVICE CENTER
1873-C A Linao St., Paco Manila

Repair projector type 
wide screen TV

12 inches to 60 inches

847-5601
0921-7846685
0917-5415601

Expert • Reliable • Guaranteed

Open On Sundays & Holidays

• SONY • SHARP • TOSHIBA

• GOLDSTAR • SAMSUNG

• PIONEER • PANASONIC

• SANYO •JVC • MITSUBISHI

• RCA • ZENITH • G.E. • AIWA
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BO - best offer
BR - bedroom
drvr - driver
f-furn - fully furnished
gdn - garden
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hws - hot water system
incl - includes
mds. rm.- maids room
prkg. - parking
qtrs. - quarters
sty - storey
TB - toilet & bath
t-hse - townhouse
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The dirty business of politicking 
aside, Philippine sports ended 2010 on a 
rousing note with the Azkals (Philippine 
Men's Football Team) finally giving 
the country something to celebrate in 
football with their historic AFF Suzuki 
Cup performance. This year, these islands 
will have their eyes on a number of events 
where Filipino athletes are looking to elicit 
yet more inspiration and national pride.
    In February, the Azkals look to build 
on the massive buzz they've created as 
they play a home-and-away series against 
Mongolia in the AFC Challenge Cup. It's 
crucial for the continued rise of national 
football for them to get favorable results, 
as short attention spans may easily dismiss 
their Suzuki Cup success as nothing more 
than an aberration.
    On the 20th of the same month, Nonito 
"The Filipino Flash" Donaire vies for the 
WBC and WBO bantamweight titles when 
he faces Mexican champion Fernando 
Montiel. The ultra -talented Filipino boxer 
who has long clamored for a big-name fight 
gets a chance to further rise up the pound-
for-pound rankings. Ring Magazine has 
him at number five in the rankings of the 
best pound-for-pound boxers, two spots 
ahead of his next opponent. As Manny 
Pacquiao is inching closer to the end of 
his illustrious career, the country rests the 
hopes of its boxing future in the adroitness 
of the "Filipino Flash".
    Speaking of whom, the best boxer of his 
generation is set to face Shane Mosley in 
May. With Mayweather out of the picture 
for the meantime with his legal problems, 
boxing fans will have to make do with 
whomever Top Rank head Bob Arum 
chooses to have the Pacman conduct 
facial reconstruction on. While most fight 
analysts agree that a third fight with Juan 
Manuel Marquez would've been the more 
interesting fight, Arum would rather have 
us believe that Mosley is the bigger draw. 
The good thing is that with such a legendary 

fighter, you can never really complain of 
who's in front of him, just as long as it's not 
the House of Representatives.
 
Redeem Teams 
    After last year’s dismal Asian Games 
performance for the Philippines, this 
brand new year offers the country a shot 
at redemption with the SEA Games in 
Pelambang, Indonesia commencing in 
November. The last two editions of the 
biennial event found the progressive 
sporting nation of Thailand as the overall 
champions while the Philippines had 
disappointing outings, not even closing 
in on the third spot. Since 1977, the 
Philippines has only finished first overall 
once, back in 2005. They've finished 
second twice, in 1983 and 1991, and 
placed third six other times.
    The Smart-Gilas Basketball Team also 
aims to make up for its disappointing 
outing in the Asian Games, where it 
matched the country's worst finish and 
wound up sixth. Expectations were 
high for Gilas as encouraging results in 
tournaments leading up to the Asiad 
combined with injuries to key players of 
other teams. But heartbreaking losses to 
Japan, South Korea and Qatar laid the title 
hopes of the team to rest.
    This year, they prepare for the FIBA-Asia 
Championships in Wuhan, China tipping-
off in September where the winner gets a 
ride to the 2012 London Olympics. Serbian 
coach Rajko Toroman has a gargantuan 
task ahead as competing nations are sure 
to dress up their countries' best for that 
flight to London. To gear up for battle, the 
team has the Dubai Invitational in January, 
the FIBA-Asia Champions Cup in May 
and the William Jones Cup in August. 
While fans of the team can't truly fathom 
the idea of these boys playing in London 
next year, if there's anything we've learned 
recently from football, it's that anything 
truly is possible.

Philippine Sporting Events in 2011

It was already sundown. He in-
sisted on riding his bike, as his 
wife and children took the own-

er-type jeepney home. This was after 
all his usual way around, on bipeds.
    This was after a day’s tour of their 
technological park, which featured 
a pond with a solar-powered sprin-
kler, three designs of hydropower 
models, water pumps in three kinds 
(hand pump, pedal-type), essential 
oil distillation (for lemongrass) and 
of course the technology that bagged 
the Philippines the BBC World Chal-
lenge 2010 title: the hydrological 
ram pump.
    The hydrological ram pump has 
supplied water in 50,000 rural poor 
communities around the country. 
It has been installed overseas in Af-
ghanistan, and other countries are 
in line. The pump is a simple instal-
lation, first used by the Montgolfier 
brothers (makers of the hot air bal-
loon) in 1616, that makes use of the 
force of water to push the water itself 
to far-flung rural homes.
    The man behind the ram pump 
in the Philippines is Auke Idzenga, 
Dutch by descent, who has founded 
his home in the Philippines since the 
1980s. Like the technology that he developed, 
Auke is simple and “designed” to serve rural 
poor communities. What started out as an im-
mersion for him, helping out with the sugar-
cane workers’ union in Negros, has turned out 
to be a lifelong mission.
    Many expats extend their stay because they 
find the Philippines beautiful, and its people 
warm and hospitable. This expat has stayed 
on because he was struck by the poverty in 
the country. Auke felt that he can help bridge 
poverty and productivity/better quality of life, 
with what he can offer best, engineer that he is:  
technology.
    This he set out to do in 1991 when he helped 
form AID FI (Alternative Indigenous Devel-
opment Foundation Inc.), a Negros-based 
NGO that offers appropriate technology to 
farming communities.
    Even as executive director of AID FI, Auke 
is hands-on with the technical aspect of the 
projects. His technical staff share that they ad-
mire Auke’s sipag at tiyaga (diligence and per-
severance). He is not one to take lunch unless 
the last hinge is in place. He is focused on the 
project targets, and is one to see each project 
to fruition. The ram pump was first designed 
in 1991, and was “perfected” in 2007. Three 

years later, it has been replicated in and out of 
the country, and continues to gain recognition 
across the globe (the BBC World Challenge 
and the EI Awards).
    Auke may look white on the outside, but he 
is all brown inside. He cares for the Filipino 
the way (or maybe even more than) a Fili-
pino does. His R&D man says that Auke not 
only develops technology but people as well, 
by encouraging them to attend seminars and 
upgrade their skills, exposing them to various 
project opportunities. Auke’s work ethic has 
always been about equal partnership: one for 
all and all for one. For his men therefore, Auke 
is an FBI: “full blooded Ilonggo” (Ilonggos are 
natives of Negros Occidental and other Visay-
an provinces). These men truly admire Auke 
and care for him like family.  
    Asked what they were looking forward to 
come 2011, and after the recent BBC win, the 
team said that on top of more projects, they 
wish Auke good health. There seems to be no 
stopping this expat, not even the little bit of rest 
that his colleagues wish him more of – a true 
Pinoy to be proud of indeed.
    Read more about the award-winning device in 
the latest issue of Expat Travel and Lifestyle 
magazine, in bookstores now.

The Philippines’ Secret to the 
BBC World Challenge 2010
By MYLAI SANTOS

Girls working the different water pump models in the park

The gift of sight is immensely precious. 
It is a great delight to see the world with 
clear eyes, especially Batanes where I 

conduct a hands-on photoworkshop on por-
traiture, fashion, naturescape, architectural 
and macro photography every summer from 
February to May. Thanks to modern cataract 
surgery, which I had recently, I count myself 
among those blessed with this delight. To see 
everything so clearly, back to 20/20 vision.
    I was experiencing cloudy vision and changes 
in color perception. These made me anxious 
precisely because my eyes are the tools of my 
profession. But I lived with it, telling myself it 
was normal and inevitable. I was wearing glass-
es since I was 45 and I got used to it. It had been 
many years of using glasses for both long and 
short distances, so what’s a few years more? 
Even my diving mask was made to order to fit 
my vision, because I needed it to take under-
water photographs.
    Then one day, it hit me. I was at the front seat 
of my car having difficulty reading a text mes-
sage when my friend Eggie, who was 84, read 
the text out loud from where she was seated at 
the back of the car – without glasses! I asked, 
what did she do to her eyes to be able to do 
that? Her answer: cataract surgery.
    A cataract is a disease wherein the natural lens 
of the eye becomes cloudy. The typical symp-
toms are cloudy vision, difficulty perceiving 
colors, and nighttime glare. The common 
causes of cataracts are advancing age, diabe-
tes, steroid use or trauma. Cataracts cannot be 

treated with eye drops or medicines. The only 
treatment is cataract surgery.
    It took two years for me to gather guts and 
decide in favor of surgery. I was scared a glitch 
might occur during operation, and there 
would go my profession. It also helped that I 
was bothered by the thought that my 84-year-
old friend could do things I couldn’t. I decided 
to have the surgery at Asian Eye Institute at 
Rockwell. 
    The personal care, technical screening, and 
clear and patient explanations were such that 
when it was time for surgery, I was not scared. 
I trusted my surgeon Dr. Robert Ang and the 
staff. I was given a choice of different lenses (to 
replace my cloudy lens), and Dr. Ang recom-
mended special lenses most suitable for a pho-
tographer like me. It was an easy operation; I 
was sedated and unconscious, and felt no pain. 
That was fifteen minutes per eye with a three-
week interval. I recovered quickly, and just the 
next day after the first eye operation I could 
already see better than I had in years.                 
    Cataract surgery is really life-changing in a 
very dramatic way, I guess, not only for pho-
tographers like me, but for anyone. As for me, 
a chronicler, adventurer and explorer, I am 
excited to turn moments and memories into 
pieces of history with my new vision.
    Join Mandy Navasero’s Batanes Photo Safari on 
the following dates: February 18-21 and 25-28, 
March 12-15, 18-21 and 25-28, April 1-4 and 
19-24, and May 6-9. For details, email mandy-
navasero@yahoo.com.

Batanes, After Cataract Surgery
By MANDY NAVASERO
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Continuously providing top-of-the-line hotel services is The Bellevue Group of Hotels, Inc. led by the brilliant chairman Johnny Chan, as it recently 
opened its newest venture in the heart of the bustling Madrigal Business Park in Alabang, the B Hotel. Known as the newest and first business hotel 
in Alabang, the 152-room, 11-storey-high establishment boasts of its no-frills services made to suit the taste of the discerning business traveller. B 

Hotel is located at 2107 Prime Street., Madrigal Business Park, Ayala, Alabang, Muntinlupa City. For inquiries, call 828-8181, 
email info@thebhotel.com or visit www.thebhotel.com.

The Perfect Life 
Awaits in Evia

A group of up-and-coming so-
cial and business icons recently 
gathered at the upscale dining 
and lounge spot Society Lounge 
in Makati to enjoy the delectable 
dishes prepared by general man-
ager and chef Patrice Freuslon. 
With more reasons than one, 
Society Lounge is rapidly be-
coming the destination of choice 
of young people where they can 
enjoy the best food, impeccable 
service and classy ambiance in 
the heart of the bustling Makati 
City. See you there!

B Hotel Rises in Alabang

Reaffirming its lead in the residential and real estate industry is Vista Land Corporation with the recent inauguration of Evia, the 
company’s latest project in Muntinlupa City combining a futuristic view of life in the metropolis and high-quality living. Led by 
Brittany Corporation chief operating officer Camille Villar and Vista Land chief executive officer Jing Serrano, the unveiling of 
the Evia big plan was graced by senator Manny Villar who all welcomed the guests to a view of life in the modern city Evia. Con-
gratulations! For inquiries, call 584-1182 or visit www.evia.com.ph.

Everybody Loves Society Lounge

Cutting the ribbon to formally open the B Hotel are (from left) general manager 
Patrick Chan, Debbie Chan, The Bellevue Group of Hotels, Inc. chairman Johnny 
Chan, marketing and communications director Ryan Chan, Edward Co Tan Archi-
tects’ Edward Tan and DaLAOa, Inc. architect  Randall Lao Jaime Pedrosa, Jazz Jacinto and Cory Quirino

Alvin Lastrilla, Paul and Peter Mutuc, Ryan Chan, Val and Amy Victa with 
Yvonne Mutuc (seated) enjoying the cozy ambiance and chic interiors of 
one of B Hotel’s rooms

Opening the exhibit and unveiling the Evia through a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
are (from left) Vista Land chief executive officer Jing Serrano, senator Manny 
Villar, Brittany Corporation chief operating officer Camille Villar, Vista Land 
chief operating officer Beth Tolentino and Lucien Dy-Tioco

Beth Tolentino, Camille Villar, Jing Serrano, Lucien Dy-Tioco, Al De Veyra, 
Sonya Hochreutener, Crown Asia chief operating officer Mary Lee Sa-
diasa and Camella division head engineer Ric Pallesco

Camille Villar, Beth Tolentino, Crown Asia chief operating officer Mary 
Lee Sadiasa, Camella division head engineer Ric Pallesco, Serrano and 
Lucien Dy-Tioco leading the festive gathering

(Standing) Society Lounge general manager chef Patrice 
Freuslon with (seated, from left) William Kho, Kim Haw 
and JV Cobankiat

(Standing, from left) Tim Lim, Ian Palabyab, chef 
Patrice Freuslon, Jon Sarmiento, (seated) Billie 
Palabyab and Michelle Yu

Holly Chang, Kristine Ong and 
Tiffany Uy adore the exquisite 
beauty of Society Lounge filled 
with art pieces made by re-
nowned artists like the paint-
ing in the background by Ivan 
Acuña

JV Cobankiat and Ian Palabyab en-
joying the jovial mood in Society 
Lounge while waiting for their fa-
vorite drinks at the chic bar

JANUARY 16 - 29, 2011
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660,000 The total number of 
traffic-related deaths reported world-
wide in the World Health Organization’s 
(WHO) Global Status Report on Road 
Safety 2009. The survey adjusts the fig-
ures to compensate for underreporting 
by using a 30-day road crash fatality test 
– deaths within 30 days of accidents. The 
real number is therefore closer to 1.23 
million.

1185 The number of deaths re-
corded in the Philippines due to traffic 
accidents in 2006, according to the same 
survey. This translates to a fatality rate of 
20 per 100,000 people.

48.4 The same fatality rate in the Af-
rican country of Eritrea in 2007, the high-
est per 100,000 among the 178 countries 
surveyed (although in comparison, only 
81 deaths were reported).

10 The number of countries that ac-
count for more than half of all reported 
road deaths in the world: In order of mag-
nitude, these are India, China, the US, 
Russia, Brazil, Iran, Mexico, Indonesia, 
South Africa and Egypt.

91 The percentage of the world’s fatali-
ties that occur in low- or middle-income 
countries, which own only 48 percent of 
registered vehicles. In these countries, 
most road users – and therefore accident 
victims – are also “vulnerable”, or those 
that aren’t inside vehicles but instead “pe-
destrians, cyclists, and those using motor-
ized two- or three-wheelers.”

5th The predicted rank of road traffic 
injuries among leading causes of death 
worldwide by 2030, according to the 
WHO. It will have overtaken diarrheal 
diseases, HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis, and 
lung cancer, all of which ranked higher in 
2004.

57 The percentage of countries sur-
veyed that require seatbelt use by pas-
sengers in both front and rear seats. In 
addition, only a fifth have laws requiring 
adequate child restraint equipment in 
cars.

50 In kilometers per hour, the 
speed limit recommended by 
numerous researches on speed 
management for urban roads. 
Of the countries surveyed, 38 
percent had higher speed limits, 
with 8 percent having limits over 
70 km/h.

1,900,000,000 
The estimated cost in USD of 

all traffic accidents in the Philippines in 
2003, according to an Asian Develop-
ment Bank study. Figures were adjusted 
for underreporting of accident cases.

1,212 The number of road acci-
dent deaths incurred in the Philippines 
in 1970, according to a Department of 
Health publication called Philippine 
Health Statistics.

3,865 The same number in 1998. 
The publication has since been discon-
tinued, and figures used by the aforemen-
tioned ADB study were based on hospital 
data.

25 The percentage of accidents caused 
by driver’s error, according to the same 
ADB study, beating out overspeeding (17 
percent), bad overtaking and mechanical 
defects (12 percent each) as top causes.

1,531 The number of road acci-
dents in the Philippines that occurred 
in Region XI in Mindanao (the Davao 
region, composed of the Compostela 
Valley, Davao del Norte, Davao Oriental 
and Davao del Sur) out of 4,705 total, the 
highest by far of any region, in 2007 ac-
cording to the National Center for Trans-
portation Studies.

7,000 The number of motorcycle 
units sold in the country a week, according 
to the Philippine National Police as cited 
in a news report earlier this year. Motor-
cycle accidents have been on the rise, and 
the WHO study found only 40 percent of 
countries have a comprehensive helmet 
law and at the same time require helmets 
to meet a certain standard.

0 The number of Philippine laws at the 
national level that tackle drinking and 
driving. The Philippines is one among 
only seven countries out of the 178 sur-
veyed by the WHO that has no such na-
tional legislation.

Read what expats had to say about road 
safety in the Philippines in our Inquiring 
Photographer issue in page 16.
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X=
Be it because of well-intentioned haste, the weather or utter recklessness, 
road accidents seem to spike during the holiday season, in the Philippines 
and elsewhere. Expat takes a look at just how serious a problem the lack of 
road safety is, and ultimately what’s behind it, by the numbers:

Sources:
Global Status Report on Road Safety 2009. World Health Organization.
Accident Costing Report AC 7: Philippines. ADB-ASEAN Regional Road Safety Program, 
2003.
Philippine Transportation Statistics. National Center for Transportation Studies, 2007.

PAHO

For more than 2000 years, people have believed that the position of heavenly bodies have direct 
effects on human life

Motorcycle fans and enthusiasts 
flocked to the Music Hall of the Mall 
of Asia for the much awaited Suzuki 

Grand Invasion. A four-day event, it was a cul-
mination of all the successful road trips and 
achievements Suzuki had for the year 2010.
    Day 1 was filled with excitement as Bu-
ganda music drew crowds with its thumping 
rhythm, while Suzuki riders wowed the crowd 
with riding stunts inside the Music Halls with 
flags bearing the Suzuki colors. Suzuki Philip-
pines president Satoshi Uchida, together with 
GM for motorcycle sales and marketing Eiji 
Kobayashi and managing director Catalina 
Calderon, gave the welcoming remarks and 
speeches that formally opened the Suzuki 
Grand Invasion to the Public. A Gymkhana 
challenge was set up for the media and celebri-
ties at the parking area of the IMAX Theatre, 
where motoring journalists and celebrity rid-
ers tried to outdo each other with the shortest 
time in completing the obstacle course.

    The Suzuki Racing Team, 
which has been making 
waves in the local motorcycle 
riding circuit, was launched 
on Day 2 as the official Phil-
ippine Team competing for 
the Asian Gran Prix, and sur-
prised everyone when Maico 
Buncio, a “Yamaha boy” ever 
since he started racing, was 
introduced as the newest 
member of the Suzuki Rac-
ing Team.
    Senator Ramon “Bong” Re-
villa Jr. was introduced as the 
Suzuki Safety Ambassador 
on Day 3. Sen. Revilla, a mo-

torcycle enthusiast and author 
of the Helmet Law, gave a talk during the Safety 
Summit and urged riders to help reduce casu-
alties by adhering to the rules and discipline of 
motorcycle riding. A motorcade earlier kicked 
off the Summit, where close to 300 riders from 
various motorcycle clubs all over the country 
participated.
    Day 3 saw actress Angel Locsin launched as 
the newest face for the Suzuki Skydrive 125. 
Locsin embodied the Suzuki spirit of being 
tough and astig and personified the Suzuki 
Skydrive 125, a perfect blend of motorcycle 
technology and fashion-forward style.
    This was followed by the awarding of the win-
ners from Show Me Da Moves, where the Xpe-
rience Kidz from General Santos City were de-
clared champions.
    Appropriately called “Grand”, the Suzuki 
Grand Invasion was a total success, signaling a 
great year ahead for Suzuki, the only integrated 
motoring company in the Philippines.

Suzuki Invades SM Mall of Asia

Technically, the Chinese New 
Year doesn’t start until Febru-
ary 3, 2011. That means you still 

have less than a month left to prepare 
for the upcoming Year of the Rabbit–
specifically, the Year of the Metal Rabbit. 
According to Zodiac and Feng Shui experts, 
Rabbits (i.e. 1951, 1963, 1975, 1987, 1999, 
2011) are generally calm people who try to 
avoid aggression and use words as a way of 
solving problems. The concept of serenity is 
also very important to them. Metal rabbits, 
in particular, are more intense and resilient 
as compared to their elemental counterparts, 
making them more ambitious when it comes 
to work and romance.
    Not to replace standardized psychological 
evaluations but just in case you’re a rabbit and 
you want to know which path you should take, 
the recommended careers for Rabbits include: 
therapists, psychiatrists, counselors, doctors, 
writers, masseurs, designers, actors, musi-
cians, PR agents and fashion designers.
    As such, the year 2011 is supposedly a good 
time for the arts, as well as for negotiating in-
stead of forcing issues to the surface. So brush 
up on your communication skills and make the 
most out of the calm that this year will bring!

New Zodiac for 2011
    On the other side of the astrological universe, 
a new Zodiac sign has arisen because of an ap-
parent shift of the earth’s orbit. This shift, ac-

cording to astronomy experts like Joe Rao and 
Parke Kunkle, was caused by the attraction of 
the moon towards the Earth’s equator – mak-
ing your horoscopes nowadays nearly a month 
off. 
    The new Zodiac is named Ophiuchus (No-
vember 30 - December 17), represented by 
a man wrestling a serpent. The constellation 
it is based on lies around the celestial equa-
tor, just northwest of the Milky Way’s center. 
Those falling under this sign are said to be heal-
ers and men of science who constantly seek 
higher education. So to those who suddenly 
find themselves sporting this snake-wrestler 
symbol, maybe it’s time to consider going for 
that Master’s course or Ph.D that you’ve always 
dreamed about!

Here is a complete list of the new Zodiacs:
Aries: April 19 - May 13
Taurus: May 14 - June 19
Gemini: June 20 - July 20
Cancer: July 21 - Aug 9
Leo: August 10 - September 15
Virgo: September 16 - October 30
Libra: October 31 - November 22
Scorpio: November 23 - November 29
Ophiuchus: November 30 - December 17
Sagittarius: December 18 - January 18
Capricorn: January 19 - February 15
Aquarius: February 16 - March 11
Pisces: March 12 - April 18

What the stars say about 
2011 By RAYDON L. REYES
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CONCERT
 
Violin Concerto
Young, award-winning Chinese violinist 
Tianwa Yang performs compositions by 
Brahms, Beethoven and Gershwin. Febru-
ary 11, 8 p.m., Cultural Center of the Philip-
pines; call 832-1125
 
MUSEUM
 
Visual Color of Grace
As part of the University of Santo Tomas’ 
(UST) quadricentennial celebrations, an 
exhibit of the prestigious UST Museum 
painting collection runs until January 29; 
call 781-1815
 
ART GALLERIES
 
Year 9
Works of Art heavyweights Juvenal Sanso, 
Federico Aguilar Alcuaz and others are 
currently on exhibit at Galerie Joaquin on 
the occasion its 9th anniversary. Runs until 
January 25; call 723-9418
 
Material/Parallel
Bea Camacho and Maria Taniguchi’s re-
spective artworks are shown until January 
30, Galleria Duemila; callall 831-9990
 
Clear Skies
Brenda Fajardo, Mark Justiniani, Charles 
Co and other artists present their latest 
paintings. February 3-24, Hiraya Gallery; 
call 523-3331

 Valencia Art Clan 2
Juan “Magoo” C. Valencia, Jr. and his other 
relatives exhibit their paintings of various 
genre. January 15-February 5, Homezone, 
Alabang Town Center
 
Out of Ordinary Spectacles
Eric Zamuco mounts his series of black 
and white photographs. January 20-Febru-
ary 12. Silverlens; call 816-0044
 
Flux
Pioneer ceramic artist Jon Pettyjohn 
presents his latest works in clay. January 
20- February 12, Silverlens
 
INAUGURATION
 
Eight
The newly established Museo Walo’s 
initial exhibit features eight artists whose 
works are on extended run. Temporarily 
located at Insular Life Building, Alabang, 
the museum will eventually transfer to a 
location at the foothills of Mount Makil-
ing, Laguna; call 772-4262
 
CHINESE NEW YEAR
 
Chinese Brushstrokes
In celebration of the Chinese New Year, the 
Chan Lim family opens its painting exhibit 
on January 22, 3 p.m., 2/L Grand Atrium, 
Shangri-La Plaza Mall, Mandaluyong

Renewal
Works of National Artist Arturo Luz are 
currently on exhibit until February 3, Alli-
ance Francaise de Manille; call 895-7585

Them
Kris Jan Gavino, Tad Pagaduan, Averil Par-
as, Matius Black and Inna Cadlum exhibit 
their latest visual art creations. January 22-
February 6, Ayala Museum; call 757-7117

Bab-Ba-I
A solo exhibition of paintings of Baguio 
City-based visual artist Ernie Gomez 
showcases “Bab-ba-i.” An Ilocano term 
for “women,” the female figure has always 
been the central theme of Gomez’s works. 
Ongoing until January 26 at Sigwada Gal-
lery,  1921 Oroquieta St., Sta. Cruz, Manila; 
call: 743-5873

Serie
Artists Monnar Baldemor, Rex Cabaroc, 
Ronante Maratas, Averil Paras, Christian 
Regis, Marga Rodriguez with guest artists 
Marius Black and JCrisanto Martinez ex-
hibit their artworks. Ongoing until March 
14 at The Manor, Camp John Hay Baguio.

Musician by Arturo Luz Amidst by Kris Jan Gavino

Is it just another dream? by Christian Regis

Manila Pavilion Hotel
    The Rotisserie, Manila Pavilion Hotel’s signa-
ture fine dining restaurant brings to gourmands 
glorious chef-recommended five-course set 
menus of gourmet preparations for lunch and 
dinner that include exquisite appetizers and 
soups, hearty salads, and intensely flavored 
entrees that can be paired with the featured 
wine of the month.
    The five-course set indulgence for the month 
of January consists of an impressive menu 
of: amuse bouche; crème de asperges; choice of 
salmon ceviche, beef carpaccio with basil vin-
aigrette, or watercress salad with roasted al-
monds, dried apricots, and chives dressing for 
appetizer and salad; choice of contemporary 
beef Wellington with baby zucchini, roasted 
garlic mashed potatoes and Hollandaise sauce, 
Spinach ravioli with camembert cheese-pars-
ley sauce and garlic bread, or wasabi crust sea 
bass fillet with papaya coriander corn salsa 
served with raspberry reduction for main en-
trée; and, choice of chocolate mousse gateau 
with chocolate fondue and pistachio gelato, 
leche flan and pine nut or mango-berries flam-
bé with Courvoisier for dessert.
 

InterContinental Manila
    Brick oven-baked pizzas will be available at 
InterContinental Manila’s Gambrinus Bar and 
Sol y Sombra poolside restaurant daily from 5 
p.m. to 10 p.m. until January 31. Guests can 
pick out their favorite from a tasty selection 
of nine. These include Capri (olive, chicken, 
tomato, mushroom, pineapple and tapenade), 
Siciliana (tomato, pine honey ham, bell pep-
per, black olive, celery and mozzarella cheese), 
Portofino (tomato, prawn, mussel, squid, ca-
pers and homemade pesto), Margherita (to-
mato, mozzarella cheese and olive oil), Napoli-
tana (tomato, garlic, anchovy and oregano), 
Hawaiian (tomato, ham, pineapple and ched-
dar cheese), Chicken BBQ (tomato, oregano, 
cheddar cheese and bacon), Quattro Formaggi 
(tomato, blue cheese, mozzarella cheese, ched-
dar cheese and parmesan cheese) and Quattro 
Stagione (tomato, parmesan cheese, oregano, 
salami, ham, mushroom, palm heart and moz-
zarella cheese).
    Daily from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. until January 31, 
both the Gambrinus Bar and Sol y Sombra will 
offer a variety of tea blends along with a selec-
tion of English-style soft bread finger sand-
wiches, savories and sweets.

Hotel Dining Offerings

A gourmet 
five-course 
set lunch is 
available at 
The Rotisserie 
all this month
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Road accidents are nothing new, but recent figures like 234 killed and 
over 2,000 injured in four days alone in Thailand are still undeniably 
startling. During the holiday stretch here, a bus-car collision on 
Commonwealth Avenue in Quezon City claimed 2 lives, a bus’ 
plunge into a ravine in Quezon killed 4, and a Batangas bus-jeep crash 
downed 7. Travel by land is said to be statistically more deadly than 
air travel partly because there is more of the former, but we at Expat 
wonder if more can be done to lower the casualties. We therefore 
asked you: 

In your opinion, is the observance of road rules in the Philippines 
lacking? What one aspect of road safety do you think deserves the 
most attention or needs the most improvement?

Kawin Kaentrakool
Thai
General manager, Spazio T70 Designs, Inc.

 
The road rules are defi-
nitely lacking. In my 
opinion, it’s because 
the punishment is too 
soft (tickets that aren’t 
so expensive or because 
of bribery). In the case 
that traffic rules are to be 
strictly implemented, I 
think the Americans do 
a very good job. I’m bas-

ing this off my experience in Seattle – laws are 
different for every state, but unless the punish-
ment is rough and real, no one will follow it.

Chantal Michaut-Pangilinan
French
Teacher

 
The answer is definitely yes. Some people may even say it is non-existent; 
this is mainly due to the fact that no one seems to care about enforcing or 
applying the road rules. Driving in the Philippines is quite an adventure 
especially when one considers all the following dangers: the appalling con-
dition of city and country roads, where drivers are constantly swerving to 
avoid potholes; the nonchalant attitude of pedestrians who play Russian 
roulette crossing streets and roads anywhere they see fit; the overloaded 
buses and ferries packed with commuters and passengers ‘til they practi-
cally hang out of the windows and portholes; and the total disregard for 
speed limits, lanes, traffic lights and road signs. I think most important is the 
strict implementation of traffic laws with heavy penalties for violators. All 

this is only possible if the Philippine government is successful in eradicating corruption.

Jon Mannion
British
Founder, Constructing Learning Through 

Technology (CLT)
 
There is a huge lack of 
understanding of how 
to drive! Driving is 
not an individual ac-
tivity but a shared one. 
Drivers do not consid-
er rules or each other, 
and therefore it’s a 
horrible experience. 
There are no pave-

ments so pedestrians and small businesses 
move onto the road. There must be a space 
maintained for walking! Bus stations off the 
main roads. No stopping at junctions.

Eric Orland
American
CEO, New York Pizza Palace

 
I do not believe the ob-
servance of road rules 
are either followed or 
enforced. It is difficult 
to pinpoint the most 
troubling aspect of road 
safety that needs to be 
addressed. I would have 
to say, overall, there ap-
pears to be little regard 
for the driving laws as 

most realize there will be no enforcement or 
consequences for their breaking of the law.

Jeon Sun Nam
Korean
Student and religious sister

 
Yes, observance of road 
rules in the Philippines 
is lacking. Drivers tend 
to change lanes often. 
They also go beyond 
their stop and don't re-
spect pedestrian lanes. 
What I think needs most 
attention is the air pollu-
tion from vehicles, from 
buses, jeepneys and even 

tricycles. Roads are also not good here in the 
Philippines.

Sophia Cuevas
Filipino
Social media research analyst, Brandtology

When it comes to the roads, what I hate the most are the bikers because 
they seem to think that they own the road. They would be seen recklessly 
plowing down pedestrians as they get down from buses or along the 
sidewalk. Of course, motorcycles aren't just a pain for pedestrians, they 
also cause accidents for fellow drivers. They would recklessly zoom past 
vehicles that are signaling to turn just so they can get ahead. I want to tell 
these people that they may have a death wish, but since they are on public 
roads, public property, they should comport themselves in a manner which 
is appropriate.

Alyzza Auxillos
Filipino
Registered nurse studying Doctor of Medicine 

I think the LTFRB needs to focus its attention on educating the drivers as 
well as conducting tests to ensure that these drivers are skilled enough and 
safe enough to put on the roads. I also think they should set and strictly en-
force speed limits, accompanied by publicity campaigns. It also wouldn't 
hurt to improve infrastructure.


